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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

What a wonderful way to start the Lunar New Year (January 25, 2020) with our New Year
Brunch at the beautiful Waialae Country Club on January 19. We were graced with Mrs.
Misako Ito, serving as the honored guest speaker for our event. She shared her warm
and endearing impressions of Japanese New Year’s traditions as practiced in Hawaii,
and informed us on the recent enthronement ceremony for Emperor Naruhito. We are
indeed fortunate that Mrs. Ito and her very supportive husband, Consul General of
Japan in Honolulu, are regular participants at our Chapter’s luncheons and events.
As your current Board is busy fulfilling their last several months of their term in 2020, we
are also searching for new and talented members among you to serve as officers of the
Board for 2020-2022. Whether you are a former Board member or have not served on the
Board before, we welcome your energy and ideas on the new Board. It will be an exciting
and fulfilling journey that you won’t regret. If you feel that it is your time, please feel free to
contact me or any of your current Board members.
At this time, we particularly need help with the Community Service Community (education
programs for primary, middle and high school students), Programs Committee (our fun luncheons and
interesting workshops), and Ways & Means Committee (those wonderful vase sales that you all love!).
We have 1 Recording Secretary but we need 1 more to share with taking the minutes at Board meetings.
We have 1 Corresponding Secretary but we need 1 more to share with creating those delightful
Newsletters (only 6 per year).
And if you are good at Facebook and posting photos and new content on social media, we
can definitely use your help with assisting our current Webmaster, Barbara Tinius.
Ikebana International Honolulu Chapter has a great website ( http://ikebanahawaii.org/ ), but we could use some help with updating content and
making improvements. Training will be provided, so if you have
some basic web skills, please let us know.
Let’s make 2020 a great year for our Ikebana
International Chapter in Honolulu!
Darryl

Ikebana International Honolulu Chapter 56
NEW YEAR LUNCHEON

BY LUCILLE LEW

Eighty four members and friends welcomed the Year of the Rat on Sunday,
January 19, at the sunny, flower filled Waialae Country Club, with beautiful
ocean views! A scrumptious brunch was followed by an endearing talk given
by Mrs. Misako Ito, wife of the Japanese Consul General in Hawaii, who
shared her impressions of Japanese New Year traditions as practiced in
Hawaii, and who also talked about the enthronement ceremony of Japan’s
new emperor, Naruhito.
An abundance of floral centerpieces
donated by Bernie Cunningham,
Marsha Curnyn, ArleneHoriuchi, Evelyn
Iha, Karen Kirk, Debra Lau Shiroma,
Jean Marutani, Carol Murakami, Claire
Sakauye, Yukari Sato, Sue
Shimabukuro, and Charmaine YeeHollison graced the tables, along with
foil lunar zodiac animals fashioned by attendees.
Exhibitors included Jane Aquino, Shisho
Kikuta, Jean Marutani, Jonna Otto, Yasue McCormick, and Barb Tinius,
representing Ikenobo, Ohara and Sogetsu schools.
Ways and Means’ chair, Helene
Furuya did another heroic job of
selling 3 tables full of vases and other
“treasures”. Special thanks to Pat
Kubo, Arlene Horiuchi, Darryl Tagami,
Charmaine Year-Hollison, andAndrea
Dolim for their help in this event.

Lucille Lew, and the Program
Committee: Susan Hirate, Jenn
Shintani, and Bernie Cunningham
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N.C.A.R.C. 2019 – PART 2

PHOTOS BY GAIL ATWATER

In addition to the exhibit by individual members at the I.I. 18th North and Central American
Regional Conference, participants had the opportunity to join a workshop on Showpiece
Arrangements. The result was several large group arrangements in the lobby done by a group
mentored by an experienced professor from each major school.

Ichiyo, with Elaine Jo
Sogetsu, with Kika Shibata, Riji

Ikenobo, with Prof. Manabu Noda

Ohara, with Jose Salcedo,
1st Term Master
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JAPANESE CONSULATE L IAISON - JAPAN WIZARD (5)

SHISHO KIKUTA

There are four distinct seasons in Japan: gorgeous blooming Sakura in spring; unbearably hot and
muggy summer; pretty sights of red and yellow colored leaves in fall; cold, snowy flu season of
winter.
Now it is winter. Japan is famous for its heavy
snow falls. Among top 10 cities which have most
heavy snow falls in the world, 4 cities are in
Japan. They are Aomori, Sapporo, Toyama, and
Akita. People in those cities are often forced to
get in and out their house from the second floor.
The first floor is buried by snow.
Question: what is the coldest month in Japan?
A) December
B) January
C) February
The answer is C) February. Even in Kyushu, the southern part, it gets snow sometimes in
February. The well-known snow festival in Hokkaido opens in early February every year. However
due to global warming, it has not snowed much this winter. Some ski resorts are in trouble. It is
said that Hokkaido, the Sapporo Snow Festival needs more snow this year.

WAYS & MEANS

Please contact one of the following person if you have donations for the W/M committee and
would to have them picked up: Earl Shimabukuro, Helene Furuya or Maile Wilkerson.
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NEWSLETTER

Please send input for the April newsletter to Linda Tanaka by the end of March.
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