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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

A Fresh Start!
Our chapter concluded its annual membership renewal in mid-June,
and to those of you who have chosen to renew your membership—
thank you! To our new members and associate members—
welcome to our chapter! We are 104 members strong!
I thank membership co-chair Carol Murakami for carefully checking
the membership forms sent in by you—a very tedious job—and look
forward to receiving our new 2020-2021 directory, produced by Gail
Atwater, in the coming months.
Our website has also been updated, thanks to Barbara Tinius. Please
take a few minutes to check it out!
The pandemic that has altered our lifestyle since March has forced
us to think outside the box.

Figure 1 Sogetsu no-kenzan
arrangement by April Sasaki

In an attempt to bridge the communication gap caused by our inability to meet face to face, we have turned
to technology, using virtual tools as a gavel to get meetings started. Personally, it was not so easy to
embrace new technology! In the pre-pandemic era, all I had was a flip phone which I hardly used, an iPad for
taking photos, and a desktop for email. I resisted change and was totally fine. But in the past four months, I
got an iPhone, a laptop, opened a zoom account, and learned how to text and do Facetime! I guess you
CAN teach an old dog new tricks!
July 2020 marked the end of May Hiraoka-Tomita sensei’s term as one of our chapter’s master flower
advisers. I would like to thank May for serving as our
adviser for six years! She conducted an Ikenobo
workshop for us in 2018, followed by an encore
workshop in 2019. Both were extremely popular and
a wonderful introduction to the classic Ikenobo style.
Our new master adviser is Karen Kirk, who over the
years has served in practically every capacity on the
board, including chapter president. I am grateful
that she accepted this role, because I’ll be able to
take advantage of her knowledge and foresight
during the next two years. Although we had to
cancel our May Aloha Luncheon because of COVID19, we are hopeful that our Membership Luncheon

Figure 2 Ohara “Peonies in Spring” by Susan Hirate
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will be held as planned in October. Please look for information about the luncheon elsewhere in this issue.
Community Service has been put on hold for now, but the committee is brainstorming on how to work
around the “new normal” and continue our mission of spreading the joy of ikebana among Hawaii’s youth.
We are going to move forward cautiously. There will be challenges along the way, so I ask for your
understanding as we navigate through these uncharted waters.
Before closing, I have some sad news. Lori Nogami Young, a new I. I. member, passed away last month. I
briefly met Lori at our New Year Brunch and February workshop, but did
not have a chance to get to know her. I. I. sends its condolences to the
Young family.
I found the following passage on the I. I. headquarters website. It is a
description of the power of ikebana.

“Ikebana itself may serve as a bridge to the future, a bridge between
mankind and nature, a source of understanding and power. It is an oftenrepeated truth that ikebana is an affirmation of life; for the serious,
committed ikebanist, negative emotions simply have no place. The flowers
themselves are a focus, a source of calm, inner energy, and insight.”
Face masks and social distancing may have become part of the “new
normal,” but because of that, we have learned how to smile at each other
with our eyes. Stay safe, stay calm, and keep smiling!
In Friendship through Flowers,

Susan

Figure 3 Sogetsu Free Style by Jennifer Shintani

IN MEMORIAM

LINDA SUNG

I would like to express my condolence to a new member who just joined II in September 2019 and
really loved Ikebana -- Lori Nogami Young. She first attended our September Luncheon 2019, fell in
love with the organization and joined it immediately. She was so excited and told me that she
couldn’t wait to receive her first level of Sogetsu teaching Diploma. However, due
to COVID-19, the diploma never reached her. She died with Breast cancer in her
early 60s.
For more information see:
https://obits.staradvertiser.com/2020/07/26/lorikeiko-nogami-young-26072020/
NEWSLETTER

Please send input for the October newsletter to Linda Tanaka by
the end of September.
Figure 5 Sogetsu Hana dome by Malina Kaulukukui
Figure 4 Sogetsu by Marsha Curnyn
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PROGRAM COMMITTEE

GWEN NAGATA

Our program committee has been working together over the last two months to
better serve our members in organizing our first lunch. We can understand that we
are very cautious because of the socially distant as possible. We look forward to
seeing you at our lunch in October. Just to remind you that there is free parking in
the lower lot and the clubhouse is handicap accessible. Please bring your masks as
that is Oahu Country Club protocol.
JAPANESE CONSULATE LIAISON - JAPAN WIZARD (8)

SHISHO KIKUTA

Tokyo, the capital of Japan, has 14 million population on land little bigger than the
island of Oahu. How populous Tokyo is compared to Oahu which has one million.
Tokyo station is the hub of all railroads connecting numerous major cities
throughout Japan and the busiest station with more than 4000 trains arriving and
departing daily. Also all trains are punctual. When you use Tokyo station you should
know your destination, what line, the number of platform and arrival time of the
train. Otherwise you can easily get lost.

Figure 6 Ikenobo Rikka
Shimputai by Gale Kobayashi

Question: Tokyo station is a 4-story building above ground. How many underground levels does it have?
A) 6 levels
B) 7 levels
C) 8 levels
The Answer is C) 8 levels. Now you can tell how many levels Tokyo station
is. It seems the underground of whole Tokyo area is well used. Nine
subway lines run and there is the underground freeway which is like a long
tunnel. However unlike Hawaii freeways you have to pay to use them.
By the way, the busiest station, in terms of people per day, is not Tokyo station. It
is JR Shinjuku station. 3,470,000 people use this station every day. It is the world’s
busiest railway station.

Figure 8 Ikenobo Rikka Shimputai by
Barbara Tinius

Figure 7 Sogetsu Free
Style by David Lahela
Figure 9 Ohara basket
arrangement by Arlene Horiuchi
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NEW MASTER ADVISOR

CHARMAINE YEE-HOLLISON

Karen Kirk earned the highest teaching rank in
Sogetsu Ikebana, Riji, in 2018 after undertaking
rigorous examinations. Karen joins two other
sensei, in the State of Hawai’i, to earn this
prestigious rank. Her Sogetsu studies began
with Betty Hsu sensei in 1989. Hsu-sensei was a
student of Sofu Teshigahara the founder of
Sogetsu Ikebana. Karen taught Sogetsu Ikebana
at Leeward Community College from January
2003 until June 2010. In September 2010, she
began teaching ikebana classes at Windward
Community College. She has conducted public
ikebana demonstrations at the Blaisdell
Honolulu Orchid Show, Waialae Country Club,
Honolulu Hale, Tokai University, Honolulu
Museum of Art School, and Windward
Community College. Karen has exhibited major
ikebana installations at Honolulu Museum of
Art, Honolulu Museum of Art School, the Blaisdell Arena, Queen Emma Summer Palace, Neiman
Marcus, Honolulu Hale, Japanese Cultural Center of Hawaii, and the Japanese Consulate.
She earned her Bachelor’s degree from Michigan State University in Home Economics Retailing,
Master’s degree from Eastern Michigan University in Education Secondary Reading Disabilities,
and Master’s degree from University of San Francisco in Private School Administration.

Figure 10 Sogetsu Free Style by Karen Kirk
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PHOTOS
Ikebana continues to help us stay sane and this newsletter highlights several works people have created
at home. The following Sogetsu Free Style arrangements were created to celebrate Tanabata – a
summer festival celebrating the old Chinese tale about the cowherd and weaver, represented by the
stars Vega and Altair, separated by the Milky Way and only allowed to meet once a year. Although the
date is generally 7/7, the festivals are spread out in July and August to avoid the rainy season. Take
care and keep arranging!
Figure 12 (above) Sogetsu Free Style by Ailyn Lum

Figure 13 by Paulette Stone

Figure 14 by Carol Murakami

Figure 11 by Charmaine Yee-Hollison
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