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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  

It’s June 2021, and we have now been in this pandemic for more than 12 
months.  Thinking back, I recall that the last in-person event our chapter was 
able to have was the chabana workshop led by one of our master advisers, 
Viva Inouye.  She was assisted by Setsu Meyer.  That was in March 2020.  
Viva taught us the principles of arranging chabana (flowers for tea ceremony) 
and followed that by performing a tea ceremony for us.  We were able to enjoy 
a bowl of matcha green tea and a delicious sweet. 

Just a week before that, there was a wonderful exhibition and demonstration 
by the Ikenobo Ikebana Society of Honolulu, celebrating their 40th anniversary 
in Hawaii. 

At the time, we could not have imagined what would happen in the months to 
come, but those two events marked the beginning of a long year filled with 
uncertainty.   

This issue marks the start of my second year as president of this chapter.  Needless to say, the 
past 12 months were definitely a challenge!  I thank the members of the board for their support 
and patience and humbly ask for the same over the next 12 months. 

And I thank all of you for showing your support of our chapter by renewing your membership. 

As of this writing, 90 of you have renewed your membership and we will welcome six new 
members, including two new associate members. 

The schedule of events celebrating our 60th anniversary can be found in this newsletter.  Please 
mark your calendars!  We are monitoring the situation regarding indoor social gatherings and 
will update you by August based on the guidelines at the time.   

Breaking news:  I just received word from the Ikebana Iwaya Fund.  They have granted us an award of 

$1,000.00 towards the 60th.  This is the second grant that we have received, as the Japanese Women’s 

Society Foundation also granted us a $1,000.00 earlier this year.  We are so fortunate to have two 

wonderful grant writers—Bette Uyeda and Paulette Stone—who drafted a detailed application for us.   

Thank you Bette and Paulette! 

As more and more people get vaccinated, I feel that we are getting closer to that light at the end 
of the tunnel.   And now that masks are no longer required outdoors, I hope you feel the same. 

In my first message to you as president, I wrote the following: 

Figure 1: Susan 
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“Ganbarimashoo” is an everyday expression in Japanese that 

can be interpreted to mean “let’s hang in there; let’s do our 

best.”  As we anxiously wait to see what the “new normal” will 

be like, let’s hang in there and do our best to move forward.   

We are moving closer to that “new normal.”  Moo sukoshi 
ganbarimashoo!  (Let’s hang in there just a little bit more.)   

In Friendship through Flowers, 

Susan 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Our chapter is blessed with many sensei who have earned the highest ranks within 
their respective schools.  I am very proud to announce that we now have one more 
sensei who has joined that upper echelon.  Congratulations to Grace Sekimitsu, who 
was recently granted the title of Ohara Sub-Grandmaster by the Headmaster of the 
Ohara School, Ohara Hiroki.  It is a well-deserved honor, as she has devoted much of 
her time sharing her knowledge and love of Ohara style of ikebana here in Hawaii.  
And on the national level, Grace currently serves as President of the North American 
Ohara Teachers Association.   As some of you may know, Grace began her study of 
ikebana under the Reverend and Mrs. Chinen in the late 1970’s. 

Our chapter can now boast of having two Ohara Sub-Grandmasters—Grace and 
Elaine Arita—and one of only five Ohara Grandmasters in America—Edith Tanaka.   

What an honor! 

REMINDER: NCAR VIDEO SERIES, NUMBER 10- 

Endless Possibilities with Washi, led by Laura Felt 

Sunday, June 13, 2021 
1 p.m. on ZOOM 

The registration link will be sent to you around June 7. 

Note:  There is a separate handout listing the materials needed, followed by 
detailed instructions so that you can follow along if you wish.  Please go to this 
site and scroll down to the bottom.  Download the handout. 

https://ikebananar.org/video-package-
descriptions/?doing_wp_cron=1615146541.4746940135955810546875 

The video is only about 30 minutes long, but I am willing to pause it along the 

way, or show it twice, if necessary. 

  

Figure 3: Grace 

 Figure 2: Ohara One-Row Form by Grace Sekimitsu 

Figure 4: Free style with washi 
paper by David Laeha 

https://ikebananar.org/video-package-descriptions/?doing_wp_cron=1615146541.4746940135955810546875
https://ikebananar.org/video-package-descriptions/?doing_wp_cron=1615146541.4746940135955810546875
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IKEBANA INTERNATIONAL, HONOLULU CHAPTER 56 CELEBRATES 60TH ANNIVERSARY - BETTE 

This year our I.I. Chapter entered its 60th year of “spreading friendship through flowers.”  To 
mark this occasion several important events are planned in October including an ikebana 
demonstration by Headmaster Naohiro Kasuya of the Ichiyo School of Ikebana.  Following the 
demonstration, a festive luncheon for I.I. members and friends will be held to celebrate this 
special occasion.  During the lunch a video featuring moments from our chapter’s 50th 
anniversary celebration in 2011 will be shown and we will also recognize former I.I. presidents 
who played important roles in growing our chapter over the last 60 years. 

As part of the anniversary activities, the Headmaster will offer a hands-on workshop to chapter 
members who want to improve their ikebana skills. The public can also enjoy the Splendors of 
Ikebana exhibition, featuring 40+ arrangements by chapter members, which will be held at the 
Ala Moana Hotel during that week.  Check out the following articles for more details regarding 
this week of celebration in the life of our I.I. Chapter. 

SAVE THE DATE!! 

What:     A Diamond Anniversary: Celebrating 60 years of Friendship Through Flowers   
When:    Sunday, October 17, 2021  9:00 am-2:00 pm 
Where:   Ala Moana Hotel Hibiscus Ballroom 

[PLEASE NOTE:  If the COVID pandemic continues to put restrictions on large indoor 
gatherings, this event will be postponed until spring 2022.  A final decision will be made in July so stay 
tuned for the latest information.] 

On Sunday, October 17, 2021, in honor of our Chapter’s Diamond Anniversary, members of Chapter 56 
will have the privilege of enjoying an extraordinary demonstration and luncheon featuring Naohiro 
Kasuya, fourth Headmaster of the Ichiyo School of Ikebana. This will be his first demonstration in Hawaii 
as Headmaster.     

Ichiyo Ikebana adds interest to traditional forms of ikebana through emphasis on artistic expressions 
that harmonize with all interiors and environments.  Whether a 
simple Japanese room or an elegant Western-style home, Ichiyo 
ikebana enhances any space and enriches our senses.  The 
contemporary style, with focus on the innate beauty and energy of 
flowers and plant life, reflects naturalness and also encourages 
personal interpretation. 

The Ichiyo School was founded in 1937 by sister and brother, 
Ichiyo and Meik of Kasuya.  Akihiro Kasuya, son of Headmaster 
Meikof, became the third Headmaster in 1983 and quickly 
established himself as one of the favorites among the upcoming 
Iemoto generation because of his creative style. He maintained the 
position of Headmaster until he passed away in January, 2019.  His 
second son, Naohiro Kasuya, was installed as the fourth 
Headmaster on January 20, 2019 and has established himself as an 
artistic flower master who is in great demand for demonstrations Figure 5: Ichiyo Hana-ajiro basket arrangement  

by Jeanne Houlton 
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and workshops both in Japan and abroad. In addition to his teaching 
schedule, he enjoys displaying his creative works at solo exhibitions, offers 
artistic support for movies and TV programs and is passionately involved in 
collaborative works with artists of different fields.  We are so blessed to have 
him share his artistry with us! 

Please look for a registration form for this exciting event in the August 
newsletter.  In the meantime, please save the date.  

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Workshop by Ichiyo Headmaster: Naohiro Kasuya 

Date: October 18, 2021 

Location: Higashi Hongwanji, Alaneo Street 

Details to follow 

SPLENDORS 2021         KAREN KIRK 

Hanakago , (woven bamboo baskets used for ikebana), is the theme for this year’s Splendors of Ikebana. 
This popular event will be held at the Ala Moana Hotel from October 15 through 17.  How bamboo 
baskets came to be utilized in ikebana are not clear. One version is they were first used in tea ceremony 
with the prevailing aesthetic derived from chabana practice and the 14th century influence of Chinese 
baskets. A legend describes how a Japanese noble riding in the country stopped at a humble farmhouse 
and asked for tea. He also requested a flower arrangement. The poor man took an ordinary basket, 
picked some wild flowers and placed his arrangement on the bare earth. It was simple, humble, and yet 
beautiful.  

Typically, bamboo baskets are used in ikebana from April through October because they associate with 
coolness. In spring and summer, light or bleached bamboo baskets with pastel or light-hued materials 
are selected. Dark baskets which may include vines and berries are used in autumn and winter 
arrangements. Note these basket colors are seasonal guide as light baskets tend to be uncommon.  

Mark your calendars for mid- October. Prepare to enjoy an array of Hanakago Ikebana created by our 
talented members. 

Figure 6: Ichiyo Headmaster  
Naohiro Kasuya 

Figure 8: Earl Shimabukuro Figure 9: Karen Kirk 
Figure 7: Jennifer Shintani 

Figure 10: Sherrill 
Morichika-Balbirona 
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LETTER FROM MEMBERSHIP 

Thank you, thank you to all those who turned in their membership renewal in a 

timely manner, you know who you are.  By the time you’re reading this I should 

be closing up our annual Membership Renewal. 

Next year 2022-2023 will be my last year on the job.  Gail Atwater will be doing 

the directory for the last time this year. I thought I should encourage you to think 

about maybe considering doing membership in 2023-2025.  

Friendship through flowers, 

Carol Murakami 

JAPANESE CONSULATE LIAISON - JAPAN WIZARD (13)  SHISHO KIKUTA 

The English and Japanese languages are far different in terms of pronunciation and grammar.  That is 

why it takes a long time and effort for a native Japanese to master English and vice versa.  However they 

are similar for expressing animal sounds.  

In Japanese, the dog’s barking is “won won” (Eg. bow wow), cat’s sound “neow” (Eg. meow), cow is 

“mo” (Eg. moo), sparrow is “chun, chun” (Eg. chirp, chirp), pig is “buu, buu” (Eg. oink oink), etc. 

Question:  Guess what kind of bird is this to sound “kokekokko” in Japanese?       

A) Goose 

B) Rooster 

C) Parakeet 

The answer is B) Rooster (Eg. cock-a-doodle-doo). 

It is common for the native Japanese to use onomatopoeia more often in 

daily conversation than English speaking people do.   For examples, when 

you are cooking, the butter melt with “jyu”.  The strong wind blow with 

“byu byu”.  It slowly snow with “chira chira”.  It rains hard with ”zaa, zaa”, 

etc. 

It is fun to hear some local 2nd and 3rd generation Japanese American say 

“Yoi-sho” “Dokkoi-sho” when they stand up or sit down or move something.   

If you hear a rooster’s sound “kokekokko” instead of “cock-a-doodle-doo” 

you may become a native Japanese. Figure 12: Ikenobo Shoka Shofutai 
by Barbara Tinius 

Figure 11: Boy's Day by 
Charmaine Yee-Hollison 
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NEWSLETTER 

Please send photos and input for the August newsletter to Barbara Tinius by the last week of July.  

PHOTOS 

Above arrangement is an Ikenobo free style by Litheia Nakamoto. 

Figure 14: Ichiyo by Iwalani Barbazon 

Figure 13: Ohara by Bette Uyeda 


