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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Happy Lunar New Year!
I hope you all enjoyed a peaceful and safe New Year’s celebration. I’m sure you were as happy as I was
to say goodbye to 2021 as you welcomed in the New Year.
This is the Year of the Tiger, and according to one website, Tigers
share the following characteristics: “People born in a year of the
Tiger (1950, 1962, 1974, 1986, 1998) are brave, competitive,
unpredictable, and confident. They are very charming and well-liked
by others. But sometimes they are likely to be impetuous, irritable,
and overindulgent.”
On a personal note, I happen to live with a “Tiger,” and wow, that’s
a pretty accurate description! How about the Tigers in our chapter?
Some sad news: We recently lost two members—life member Kathleen Ai and founding and charter
member Wilma Miyasato. Kathleen’s generous contribution in 2002 helped to sustain our treasury and
has funded many activities. And we have Wilma to thank for the official establishment of our chapter in
1961.
As I write this, the daily COVID infection rate continues to be a cause for concern. Today’s number is
1907. For this reason, chapter meetings and most events will continue on
ZOOM indefinitely. Nevertheless, I have exciting news to share!
Mark your calendars!
One event that will be in-person is our next used vase sale. After the
hugely successful JCCH craft fair in November, our Ways and Means chair
Ailyn Lum is forging ahead with the next one, to be held this month, on
February 19, 2022 (Sat) at JCCH. Please volunteer to help in any way you
can—it is a great way to introduce ikebana and our chapter to the
community. Please see Ailyn’s announcement in this newsletter.
Figure 1: Ichiyo by Iwalani
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I am also very excited to announce our next ZOOM presentation organized by the program committee:
a cooking demonstration by Chef Daniel Swift on Sunday, February 27, 2022. He has been a regular
demonstrator for the AARP Hawaii cooking series and is very knowledgeable. This presentation will be
preceded by a very short General Membership Meeting. I hope to see all of you
there! Please look for program co-chair Marsha Curnyn’s announcement in this
newsletter.
Finally, I am still waiting for information from NCAR regarding the next set of
ikebana-related videos, which I understand will begin in early 2022. Stay tuned!
As we move into the spring season, florists and supermarkets alike are bringing
in branch material like quince, apricot, forsythia, and soon—sakura! The season
is all too short, though, so let’s splurge and brighten our homes with the colors
of spring!
In Friendship through Flowers,
PROGRAMS

Susan

Figure 2: Ohara Water Reflecting
Moribana by Arlene Horiuchi

MARSHA CURNYN

Coming in February! The Program Committee will be sponsoring a free virtual cooking demonstration by
Chef Daniel Swift, the chef at Uala Leaf Cafe at Windward Community College, on February 27th at 1:00
p.m. We will have a General Meeting first, followed by Daniel’s demonstration. He will show us how to
prepare Lemongrass Chicken and Japanese-style Simmered Kabocha. There will be an opportunity to
ask him questions. A link will be sent to you in mid-February for you to register. We hope many of you
can join us for this exciting experience!
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Figure 3: Sogetsu dry
arrangement by Soo Boo Tan

Figure 5: Ohara Narabu/linear
arrangement by Jane Aquino

Figure 4: Sogetsu Tranquility
by Malina Kaulukukui
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Figure 6: Sogetsu Tranquil
Forest with Tahitian drum
by Charmaine Yee-Hollison

COMMUNITY SERVICE

Figure 8: Ikenobo Jiyuka
by Barbara Tinius

Figure 7: Sogetsu Free Style
by Paulette Stone

ARLENE HORIUCHI

After a long absence, Community Service was able to do a small project on December 2, for the Manoa
Senior Care Facility. Nine volunteers made 32+ Christmas inspired holiday mug arrangements for the
residents. In addition to bringing some joy to the Seniors, it was a nice opportunity to see II friends.
Volunteers: Kathy Chock, Helene Furuya, Gwen Nagata, Charmaine Yee-Hollison, Lucille Lew, Misako
Steverson, Audrey Tanaka, Susan Hirate, Arlene Horiuchi
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JAPANESE CONSULATE LIAISON - JAPAN WIZARD (17)

SHISHO KIKUTA

In Japan the capital is where the emperor lives. In 794 the Emperor Kanmu moved from Nara
prefecture to Kyoto. Since then Kyoto was the capital and the center of culture and politics of Japan for
more than 1000 years until the Meiji restoration. In 1869 the Emperor Meiji changed his palace from
Kyoto to Tokyo.
The people of Kyoto were sad and disappointed the Emperor moved away to Tokyo. They, however,
have strived so hard to make Kyoto a modernized city that they made 5 things for the first time in
Japanese history: the first elementary school, the first hydropower, the first street train, the first central
wholesale market, and the first vocational school of computer.
During World War II, very fortunately, the American Military avoided dropping the bomb to Kyoto which
preserved numerous ancient buildings built for the 1000 years. Some temples, shrines and castle were
registered to World Heritage by UNESCO as cultural property of the ancient city of Kyoto.
Question: How many temples, shrines and castle are registered?
A) 16
B) 17
C) 18
The answer is B) 17. Among them the most famous ones are Kinkakuji
(the Golden Pavilion) and Gingakuji (the Silver Pavilion) including the
fabulous Japanese gardens of both.
The well-known one for Hawaii people is Byodoin. Hawaii Byodoin has
Figure 9: Kinkakuji (photo by Roger Tinius)
been built exactly to one-third scale of the Kyoto Byodoin. But the one in
Kaneohe standout with the lush green Koolau mountains in the backdrop.
IN MEMORIAM

Kathleen Ai, our chapter’s life member, passed away on June 27, 2021. She was 96 years old. Mrs. Ai
became a life member of our chapter in 2002. Her interests included ikebana, doing calligraphy
paintings, collecting Asian art, and playing the organ.
Wilma Nobuyo Miyasato, 97, of Kaneohe, died in Kaneohe on November 9, 2021. She was born in Hilo,
Hawaii. Wilma was a founding and charter member of our chapter and belonged to the Ohara School of
Ikebana. She was a close friend of the late Reverend and Mrs. Theodore Chinen.

Figure 11: Ohara by Grace Sekimitsu

Figure 10: Sogetsu Joyful arrangement by Yukari Sato
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NEWSLETTER

Please send photos and input for the April newsletter to Linda Tanaka.

Figure 12: Sogetsu (above)
by Jennifer Shintani

Figure 15: Ohara Free Style Moribana
by Bette Uyeda
Figure 13: Ikenobo Jiyuka
by Darryl Tagami

Figure 14: Sogetsu Joy
by Marsha Curnyn
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