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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  

Season’s Greetings! 
 
I hope you all enjoyed a peaceful and safe New Year’s celebration.  I’m sure you were as happy as 
I was to say goodbye to 2020 as you welcomed in the New Year. 
 
Looking ahead, there seems to be a glimmer of light at the end of the long tunnel, with approved 
vaccines finally being administered in Hawaii.  But will it be enough?  No one knows for sure.   
 
In the meantime, chapter meetings and events will continue on ZOOM.  The first program of the 
year will be a virtual workshop led by our master adviser Karen Kirk.  Please look for the details in 
this newsletter.  One nice benefit of having a virtual workshop is that we don’t have to limit the 
number of participants to just 20 members.  Not only that, the workshop will be FREE!   

 
Please also look for the schedule of virtual ikebana demonstrations 
for January through April 2021 in this newsletter.  Many of you 
enjoyed the Sogetsu demonstration on January 17, 2021.  I hope to see you again on 
February 21, 2021 for an Ikenobo demonstration by Stephanie English. 
 
The 60th Anniversary Celebration committee continues to work steadily, planning 
for contingencies in the event that large gatherings are still not permitted in 
October.  Again, no one knows for sure, but we are moving ahead with cautious 
optimism. 
 
Our new honorary member 
has arrived in Hawaii! 
 
Mrs. Takako Aoki, wife of the 
new Consul General of Japan, 
invited Karen Kirk, Shizuyo 

Kikuta, Earl Shimabukuro and 
me to her home on January 11, 2021.  Unfortunately, 
Shisho was unable to attend, but the three of us were 
able to meet Mrs. Aoki for the first time since her 
arrival in Hawaii on December 28, 2020.   Mrs. Aoki 
told me that she has studied Sogetsu, Saga Goryu, and 
Ryuseiha schools of ikebana.  I look forward to 
introducing her to you and having her participate in 
our events—both virtual and in-person.  

1: New Year's arrangement  

          by Susan Hirate 

3: Earl, Karen, Mrs. Aoki, Susan 

2: Large arrangement 



Ikebana International Honolulu Chapter 56 

  
 2 

 

 
Mr. and Mrs. Aoki held a virtual event from their residence on January 29, 2021, and I. I. was asked to do a 
large arrangement.  Earl and Karen provided the creative genius behind the design.   
 
As we move into the spring season, florists and supermarkets alike are bringing in branch material like 
quince, apricot, forsythia, and soon—sakura!  The season is all too short, though, so let’s splurge and 
brighten our homes with the colors of spring!  

 

Susan 
NEW YEAR’S CELEBRATION REMINDER    

Please join your fellow Ikebana International members for an upcoming event 
to ring in the New Year!  On February 14, 2021 at 1:00 p.m., there will be a 
brief Zoom business meeting followed by a very interesting and interactive 
program by our own Riji, Karen Kirk, on obi tying and how to incorporate obis 
in our Ikebana arrangements.  If you like, you may follow along with Karen 
sensei.  You will need the following materials: 
 
1.  Obi - either wide (about 12”) or narrow (about 6”) 
  
 2.  Obijime cord, or similar cord (can be found at fabric stores), or paracord 
(skinny) from Ben Franklin 
  
 3.  Sturdy rubber bands and bind wire may be helpful as a secondary tie 
  
 4.  Clothes pins or office clips 
  
 A link for the Zoom meeting and workshop will be sent to you approximately 
1 week before the event. 
  
Sensei has handouts for those of you wishing to follow along, so please RSVP to Gwen Nagata at 
russeln808@yahoo.com and she will forward the handouts to you via email.  If you plan to just observe, 
there is no need to RSVP to Gwen.   
  
 Looking forward to seeing you on the 14th 
 May Lau, Gwen Nagata, and Marsha Curnyn 

4: Marsha Curnyn 

6: Dawn Sur 7: Charmaine Yee-Hollison 5: Carol Murakami 

mailto:russeln808@yahoo.com
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60TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRAT ION “SAVE THE DATE!”    SUSAN HIRATE 

We are going to conduct a survey among the chapter members to gauge how you feel about 

attending an in-person event in October 2021.  While vaccines are now being administered in 

Hawaii, it may take longer than first anticipated to vaccinate the entire population, which may 

be a factor in deciding whether you are comfortable and willing to attend a 

demonstration/luncheon, exhibit, and workshop in person this year. 

 

The survey consists of only four yes/no questions.  It will be 

conducted online using SurveyMonkey and all responses will be 

anonymous.  Please expect an email from me with a link to the 

survey in early February.  Your participation in this survey is crucial 

as it will determine the next steps that the committee should take. 
 

As of today, our 60th anniversary celebration is scheduled to be held from 
October 15 – 18, 2021.  The “Splendors of Ikebana” exhibition will be held 
in conjunction with our anniversary events from Friday, October 15 – 
Sunday, October 17, 2021 in the Plumeria Room of the Ala Moana Hotel.  
Theme of the exhibition:  Baskets. 
 
A demonstration/luncheon is scheduled for Sunday, October 17, 2021 in 
the Ala Moana Hotel Hibiscus Ballroom.  The guest demonstrator will be 
Headmaster Naohiro Kasuya of the Ichiyo School of Ikebana.   
 
Hands-on workshops by the Headmaster will be held on Monday, October 
18, 2021 at the Higashi Hongwanji mission.   
 

While we are hopeful that these events can take place as planned, the steering committee is also 
working on an alternate plan in the event that in-person activities or large gatherings are still not 
allowed in October.  Your patience and understanding are appreciated. 
 

NEWSLETTER 

Please send input for the April newsletter to Linda Tanaka by the last week of March.  

8: Paulette Stone (basket) 

11: Sherrill Morichika-Balbirone 9: Yukari Sato 10: Debra Lau-Shiroma 
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JAPANESE CONSULATE LIAISON - JAPAN WIZARD (11)  SHISHO KIKUTA 

The way of life and culture in Japan are influenced by China through Korea.  China has more 
than 5000 year history and Japan 2000 years. 

Agriculture rice production came from China.  So did Buddhism.  Children’s play “Jan Ken Pon” 
is also from China. 

How about Ikebana (Ka-do 華道), Tea Ceremony (Sa-do茶道), Japanese Fencing (Ken-do剣道) 

and Japanese Martial Art (Jyu-do柔道)?  

They are all originated in Japan.  All of these names have “do (道)” in Japanese.  Why? Do (道, 

the road) implies discipline in yourself and the long way of 
mastering technique. 

Ikebana takes patience to learn skills to become Ikebana artists for 
years.  Let’s not give up and keep striving to achieve our Ikebana 
goals. 

Question: How many Ikebana schools register with Japan Ikebana 
Art Association (Nihon Ikebana Geijyutsu Kyokai)? 

A) 250 
B) 300 
C) 350 

The answer is B) 300.  Our Ikebana International Honolulu Chapter 
56 has 10 different schools.  Ikenobo, Ikebana Sangetsu, MOA 
Sangetsu, Ohara, Toin Misho, Ishida, Ichiyo, Saga-goryu, Shogetsu-ryu and Sogetsu. 

Among 300 Ikebana schools the three main schools are Ikenobo, Sogetsu and Ohara in terms of 
the number of students and of branches and active community involvements throughout the 
world. 

 

12: Yukari Sato 

13: Grace Kam's Morimono 14: Paulette Stone 
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PHOTOS 

Send photos of your arrangements to Linda Tanaka for possible 

inclusion in the next newsletter! (Arrangement above by Barb 

Tinius.) 

16: Malina Kaulukukui 15: Lucille Lew 
17: “Stop Yanking at my Obi” 
by Charmaine Yee-Hollison 


