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President’s Message          Earl Shimabukuro                                      

    Deep in the mountains— 

falling into my heart   

    autumn streams 

 

                                Shinkai 

Aloha Gang...here we are in the fall...how fast did this year go by.  It’s a time 
of catching up with me and my work schedule, resting the brain for the next 
ikebana event.  It’s a quiet time for me and time to go somewhere.  Maybe I’ll 
go on a trip or go on a trip in my mind to see what comes about.  What are 
you up to this fall?  We have a quiet spring coming up, since we will skip doing 
our annual exhibit and we shall be doing this event every other year from now 
on.  Which gives us more flexibility to do other things in ikebana.  More living 
with friendship through flowers, we created a void and that void will be filled 
with another ikebana adventure.  We may not know what it is yet, but, it will 
be just as exciting as participating in a Splendors of Ikebana.  That’s exciting, 
in a different way of course. 
 

So, I hope all is well with everyone, be at peace with your loved ones, and love 
and light to everyone else.  For all of you are flowers of light, that cannot be 
denied.  Shine your light, and share your friendship through flowers spirit to all 
unconditionally.  Share your spirit and light, and make our world a better 
place. 
 

Mahalo, 
Earl M. Shimabukuro 

 

In Memoriam 

 

Eileen Tsuji, a devoted member of Chapter 56, passed away on August 3, 2017 at the age of 95.  Her 
ikebana schools included Toin Misho, Ishida and Sogetsu.  Eileen was happy to create arrangements for 
Splendors of Ikebana and enjoyed the camaraderie at our luncheon meetings.  She will be missed! 

 

Did you know… 
 

A suikinkutsu is a type of ornament used in Japanese gardens.  It’s a pot with a                                                                          
hollow in the base.  As water drips into the hollow, it creates a pleasant ringing                                                                              
sound like a bell.  You can enjoy the suikinkutsu at the Kyoto Botanical Gardens and Enko-ji Temple, which are definitely                                                                        
worth visiting for their spectacular seasonal greenery as well.                                                                                  
 

(Source:  https://www.tsunagujapan.com/15-great-ways-to-enjoy-kyoto-on-a-budget/) 
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On a bright, beautiful Sunday, eighty-five Ikebana International    
members and their guests enjoyed a lovely luncheon at the Waialae 
Country Club.   We were pleased to welcome five new members with 
lei.  They are David Laeha, Claire Sakauye, April Sasaki, Linda Uchima, 
and Sue Shimabukuro. 

 
The theme for the day was Japanese washi paper, which was reflected 
in the washi –wrapped centerpieces created by Charmaine Yee-
Hollison and Karen Kirk and their team of helpers, as well as in the 
splendid ikebana exhibits designed by Tim Donahue, Shiso Kikuta,   
Yukari Sato, Debra Lau-Shiroma, Audrey Tanaka, and Wendy Umino.  

 
Following the business meeting, President Earl Shimabukuro called on Honorary   
chapter member, Mrs. Yoko Misawa wife of the Counsel General, to speak to the 
group.  The Misawas are leaving Hawaii for a new assignment in Germany.   
  
After a delicious lunch, we enjoyed a captivating presentation by Lily Nakao, Sensei of 
the Hakubi School of Chigiri-e.  Lily kept us entranced as she explained her journey into 
this relatively new Japanese art form and did a small demonstration on how hand-
dyed, hand-made washi is manipulated to create amazing works of art.  Thanks to 
Roger Tiniusʻ technical skill, Lilyʻs presentation was live-streamed to a video screen for 
all to enjoy. 

 
Mahalo nui to our sponsor at Waialae, Jean      
Marutani, to our emcee for the day Darryl Tagami, 
to Barbara Tinius for bringing Lily Nakao to us, and 
to all who contributed, in ways large and small, to 
the success of our Chapter 56 September luncheon 
meeting! 

September Membership Meeting                                    Paulette Stone 

 

 

 

Arrangement by Audrey Tanaka 

Mrs. Yoko Misawa &  

Earl Shimabukuro 

Lily Nakao demonstrates 

Chigiri-e with washi paper 

Chigiri-e by Lily Nakao Photos by Roger & Barbara Tinius 
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September Teachers: Gail Atwater, May Hiraoka-Tomita, Joan Hori, Karen Kirk 
 
September Assistants: Bernie Cunningham, Pat Kimoto, Pat Kubo, Jean Marutani, 

Linda Sonoda, Linda Sung, Wendy Umino & Charmaine Yee-Hollison 

Join us on December 15, 2017 or April 6, 2018 to teach or assist with youth 

ikebana classes at Moiliili Community Center’s Japanese Language School  

PLEASE CONTACT: Jean Marutani (jjmarutani@hawaii.rr.com or call 

(808) 373-3118) OR Wendy Umino (wumino@comcast.net)  

Photos by Pat Kubo 

mailto:jjmarutani@hawaii.rr.com
mailto:wumino@comcast.net)
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Aloha Chapter 56 members, 
 
We may have a special opportunity to fine-tune our lei-making skills with Master Lei  
Maker Brian Choy in the spring!  We wanted to know if members would be interested in 
taking advantage of this opportunity. 
 
Brian, who has won lei-making contests for many, many years, is truly a master!   He does 
not teach often, but has taught lei making at the Honolulu Museum of Art and at Lyon    
Arboretum.  He teaches in a series of three consecutive once-a-week workshops.   
 
The cost for Brianʻs workshop series would be a bit more than that of our usual Chapter 
workshops, and the series of three is also different.  Before the Chapter could commit to 
this special opportunity, we wanted to be sure we could fill these classes, if offered.   
 
Could you please take a minute to let us know if you would be interested in this series of 
three workshops by filling in the attached information and sending it to our PO Box?  
 
Your response is NOT a reservation.  It IS an indication of your interest should the timing 
and cost work out for you. 
 
Thank you for your help! 
Programs Committee 
 
 
Name______________________________________________ Phone number_______________________ 
 
I would be interested in a three part lei-making class held in: 
 

March, 2018 _____ April, 2018 ______   Other dates   ________________________ 
 
I would be willing to pay up to $_________ for this series of 3 workshops. 
 
 
Please mail your indication of interest to:  
 

Ikebana International, Chapter 56  

PO Box 61306  

Honolulu, Hawaii 96839-1306  
 

A Lei-Making Workshop Opportunity                    Paulette Stone 



Ikebana International Chapter 56 

P.O. Box 61306 

Honolulu, HI  96839-1306 

 

The Cherry Blossom  

 

Next Newsletter 
 

The December Newsletter editor is May Hiraoka-Tomita (thetomitas@aol.com).  
Kindly submit your articles by the end of November. 

             
 
“The cherry blossom was selected as the symbol for Ikebana International. 
 
To the Japanese people of feudal times 
these flowers expressed the much       
admired virtues of loyalty and filial duty.   

The life of the samurai warrior was proverbially compared to the short lived                                                                        
beauty of the cherry, which bursts into a glory that lasts but three days, then                                                                         
petal by petal, drifts gently earthward. 
 
We hope Ikebana International overseas chapters, like the Washington, D.C.  
cherry trees which bring yearly pleasure to thousands, will plant the sprouts                                                                            
of interest in ikebana for the future enjoyment of Japanese flower arrangement by countless numbers of people who 
might never be able to visit Japan to view this floral art.” 

(Source:  I.I. Magazine, Volume 1-1) 


