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Susan Hirate

Season’s Greetings!
I hope you had a safe and quiet Thanksgiving. It has been an extraordinary
year, and personally, I have much to be thankful for because of the generosity
of many people around me.
When the pandemic first began, I rushed to buy disposable masks. Soon after, I
began to receive hand crafted, one-of-a-kind masks from friends, neighbors, and
relatives, and have never had to buy a mask since. Whenever I am
complimented on my mask, I feel so blessed to be able to say “A friend made it.”
Although ikebana classes have been put on hold, friends have shared what they
grow in their yards with me, and that has allowed me to keep practicing. And
we’ve inspired each other by sharing photos of our arrangements—whether with
homegrown materials or supermarket bunches of random flowers—the creative
juices keep flowing!
Lastly, I am grateful for your words of encouragement as our chapter continues
to confront the challenges brought about by COVID. While we haven’t been able
to meet in person since March, our monthly ZOOM events have helped us stay in
touch with each other. So we will continue to “zoom” along for as long as
necessary.
60th Anniversary Update: Good News!!
In late October, we finally received the good news that Ichiyo School Headmaster
Naohiro Kasuya has accepted our invitation to be guest demonstrator at our 60th
Anniversary Celebration. Since then, the steering committee has quietly begun
taking the initial steps toward planning the event. Recently, there has been
news of a promising vaccine, so we are hopeful that by mid-October next year
we will be able to return to a somewhat normal lifestyle that will allow for large
in-person gatherings. Stay tuned!
Follow up on Consul General Ito and Mrs. Ito
In October, we received news that Consul General Ito had been promoted to
Ambassador and would be assigned to New Zealand. They were scheduled to
move there in late November.
(continued)

Winter solitude—
in a world of one color
the sound of wind.
Matsuo Basho
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NCAR Virtual Demonstration Video Series Continues
The first three videos were watched by an average of 60+ members and friends, and with each showing we have
raised the bar by enhancing the presentation with special surprises. The demonstration by Jose Salcedo of the
Ohara School in November was followed by a surprise visit by Jose himself, who was so engaging and charming that
time just flew by.
On December 13, the fourth demonstration by Elaine Jo of the Ichiyo School will be shown. I will be sending you the
registration link soon. It looks to be a very different kind of demonstration that is sure to inspire you during the
holiday season. I have not yet received confirmation of the next four video demonstrations (January – April 2021),
but will announce those dates as soon as I hear from NCAR.
This year started out as the Year of the Rat but is ending as the Year of the Mask. As 2020 winds down, let’s look
forward to 2021 with renewed optimism and hope.
Happy Holidays and Best Wishes for a Happier New Year!

Susan

Japanese Consulate Liaison

Shisho Kikuta

Japan Wizard (10)
December 25, Christmas day is not a holiday in Japan. Schools are on winter break but people have to work.
The most celebrated holiday is New Year. Early December Japanese people start preparation to welcome the New Year
with cleaning the house inside and out, sending the year-end gifts to those who gave them favors during the year, and
pounding mochi. The last couple days of the month is especially busy with placing Kadomatsu at the house entrance,
cooking toshikoshi-soba and New Year food. Traditionally each of these have meanings significant to the holiday.
Kadomatsu consists of pine (evergreen for long life), bamboo (never broken by storms for
resilience) and plum flowers (bloom in cold winter for strength). Soba (noodle) is long so
people eat soba just before midnight (toshikoshi) wishing they have a long life.
Among New Year food which is generally called Osechi, the well-known mochi (sticky) is also
for longevity. Kazunoko (herring roe) is for prosperity. Kobumaki (seaweed roll) is derived
from the word “yorokobu” (be happy). Kuromame (black beans) is from the old saying
“mame de na” which means “stay healthy”. Renkon (lotus root) in nishime dish has small
holes, through which you can see the future, etc.
Question: How many days do Japanese celebrate New Year?
A) One day
B) Two days
C) Three days
The answer is C) Three days. January the first, the second, the third are all national holidays.

Kadomatsu

Some traditional celebrations fall on odd numbers of month and date. January one (1/1) is New Year, March three (3/3)
is Hinamatsuri (Girls’ day), May five (5/5) is Kodomo no Hi (Children's Day, used to be Boys’ day), July seven (7/7) is
Tanabata (star festival). There are no celebrations on September nine (9/9), and November eleven (11/11).
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Kusabana Asobi

Karen Kirk

There was a time when children played with no technology or store bought toys. These lucky little ones lived in rural
areas where nature was their only playground. They unknowingly were blessed with a curiosity and respect for their
environment. Kusabana asobi is a lost art created by children most likely between the ages of six to nine when the
human imagination was most intense and unjaded. Roughly translated, kusa –‘grass, greenery; hana –‘flower’; asobi –
‘play, amusement’. Before the middle of the 20th century, the Japanese countryside was primarily farmland.
Agriculture was the dominant economy; hence, children created Kusabana asobi with leaves, seeds, pods, flowers, and
whatever nature provided.
Two informative articles published in the Ikebana International magazines describe this lost art form, Volume 50 Issue
2/ 2005-2006 written by Annette Sylvan-Graas and Volume 61 Issue 2/ 2016-2017 featured creations by Takayuki
Kuribayashi.
A quote from Honoré De Balzac, “What is art? Nature concentrated.”, explains the purpose of the study of Kusabana
asobi. Nature provides us with the possibility to explore and examine the aspects of a leaf, a stem, a seed, or a flower
that can be used to create fanciful, imaginative creations. Artist Hanna Rion once wrote, “The greatest gift of the
garden is the restoration of the five senses.” As we strive to cope in a world that is plagued with uncertainty and
uncommon chaos, it is important to rely on the comforts of the landscape that surrounds us. When we play with
ikebana, we find harmony with the Earth, and that is a soothing feeling.
Using leaves, parts of Bromeliad and Ixora flowers, Lily seed
pods, and dried Kokotan berries these creatures were created
with the help of Zot glue dots and barbeque sticks. Keep in
mind that fresh materials tend to be more malleable than
thoroughly dried materials. Don’t be so concerned about the
result of your creations. Seek out interesting textures,
anomalies and markings on the greenery, seeds or flowers
you find. Let your imagination control the outcome and
concentrate on having fun.

Karen Kirk

Carol Murakami
Charmaine Yee-Hollison
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Debra Lau-Shiroma

Marsha Curnyn
Hydrangea, Vine and Carrots in Glass Vase

Gale Kobayashi

Sue Shimabukuro

Malina Kaulukukui

Paulette Stone
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Ikebana Gallery

Barbara Tinius—Ikenobo

Karen Kirk—Sogetsu

Susan Hirate—Ohara

David Laeha—Sogetsu
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Jane Aquino—Ohara
Rimpa Arrangement

Pat Kimoto—Ichiyo
Heaven and Earth Variation
Wood Rose Vine and Orchid in Glass Container

Cora Buenconsejo—Sogetsu
Koi Fishpond in Background
Sherrill Morichika-Balbirona—Sogetsu
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Grace Sekimitsu—Ohara
Parrot Heliconia, Oncidium and Ming Fern
Evelyn Iha—Sogetsu
Freestyle arrangement using materials from garden

Bette Uyeda—Ohara
Hypericum Berries, Genestra, Douglas Fir, Assorted Spruce,
Pine Cones and Driftwood

Paulette Stone—Sogetsu
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Charmaine Yee-Hollison—Sogetsu
Iwalani Barbazon—Ichiyo
Harry Lauder Walking Stick, Bittersweet, Croscosmia (Montbretia) and
Yellow Chrysanthemums in Black Freestyle Container

Masami Lachmann—Ohara Upright Variation
Tangerine Branch, Croton, Chinese Hat Plant and Chrysanthemums
Jennifer Shintani—Sogetsu
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Iwalani Barbazon—Ichiyo
Acuba Branch and Pumpkin Colored Lilies
Freestyle container created by Ichiyo classmate
Barbara Tinius—Ikenobo

Paulette Stone—Sogetsu

Dawn Sur—Sogetsu
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Next Newsletter

The February Newsletter editor is Barbara Tinius (rtmisawa@netzero.com).
Kindly submit your articles by the end of January.

Gwen Nagata—Ohara

Lucille Lew—Sogetsu
Plexiglas, Sunflower and Beauty Berry

