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President’s Message
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Darryl Tagami

How time flies! 2019 is zooming by, and 2020 is nearly upon us. I trust you
had a wonderful Thanksgiving and time to reflect on all the blessings we have.
And Christmas is right around the corner, bringing joyous times for sharing and
caring.
As we get swept up in the Holiday Season, let us remember to be grateful for
all we have, to share what we have with those less fortunate, and to be kind to
everyone around us.
One more thing to consider is how you can support our Chapter and give
something back. Volunteering to make a centerpiece or arrangement is fairly
easy, and is a great testament to your studies, your Sensei and your school.
Think about how fun and rewarding it will be to plan luncheons and workshops
for your fellow members, or to engage in projects to spread ikebana to
students in our local elementary, middle and high schools. Think about the
excitement of running the vase sale at our luncheons, or compiling articles for
our awesome Newsletter (for those with adequate editorial and computer
skills).
Your hard-working Board is in their last 6 months of their term, and now is the
perfect time to explore these new opportunities to serve. So please think
about it.
And have a Merry Christmas with family and friends!
Darryl

Next Newsletter
The February Newsletter editor is Barbara Tinius (rtmisawa@netzero.com).
Kindly submit your articles by the end of January.

When the fruits of
Nandina are red
winter arrives
Akimi Hatayama
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Community Service ~ Moiliili Community Center

Gwen Nagata

On October 17th I.I. hosted a Halloween workshop for the students at Moiilili
Community Center. We had a record number of 62 students and their 6 teachers
participate. We thank our teachers--Barbara Tinius, Gale Kobayashi, Caroline Abe
and Gwen Nagata. We also especially thank our assistants for the classes-Charmaine Yee-Hollison, Jane Aquino, Jennifer Shintani, Linda Sung and Viva Inouye.
The classes had fun using small cauldrons, pumpkins
and buckets to make arrangements. They were able
to enhance their masterpieces with bats, spiders
and small “mochi” animals.
Our next event will be held on December 17th
between 2-4:30 pm for a Christmas project using
small Chinese take-out containers. If you would like
to volunteer, please contact Gwen Nagata.
Photos by Charmaine Yee-Hollison

Community Service ~ Outreach at Kaiser High School
Community Service completed its first session at Kaiser High
School on October 24. There were 30 students in Mr. Lung’s
upper level ceramics class who were interested in ikebana as
they wanted to create vases to be used for ikebana
arrangements. The session began with a short introduction of
ikebana by Caroline Abe followed by Gale Kobayashi and her
demonstration of an Ikenobo arrangement as she talked
about its history. Gwen Nagata talked about Ohara school as
she demonstrated how to create a landscape type of
arrangement in a Moribana vase. Caroline followed with
information in the Sogetsu school and a demonstration
showing the three main lines.

C. Abe

Gale Kobayashi assists a student

The materials used were a choice of yellow spider mums with
lavender pompoms or lavender spider mums and yellow pompoms
with baby’s breath as fillers. The green materials used were
Mickey Mouse, Indian hawthorne (kokutan) and podocarpus with
greens that Gale brought.
The students had 25 minutes to work on their arrangements. They
were encouraged to express their thoughts and feelings when
making their freestyle arrangement as this was their opportunity
to create something they liked. Gwen, Gale and Caroline walked
around the room and provided positive comments and tips on how to improve their arrangement. The students will
have several months to make vases and the team will visit again later in the year to see their vases with flowers in them.
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Photos by Caroline Abe
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October ~ Ohara Moribana Workshop

Susan Hirate

Moribana (literally “piled up flowers”) is the hallmark of the
Ohara School. It was developed by the First Headmaster
Unshin Ohara at the end of the 19th century. The concept
was revolutionary; flowers were arranged across a plane in
a low bowl container called suiban, in contrast to the
centuries-old tradition of placing flowers at a single point.
On October 20, 2019, I.I. Chapter 56's very own Ohara
instructor Grace Sekimitsu gave a brief talk about the
origins of the Moribana style and demonstrated Color
Scheme Moribana, Upright Style, in which materials are
chosen to highlight their colors, shapes and textures.
Grace Sekimitsu
demonstrates the
Moribana arrangement

Grace selected liatris, red carnations, and
ruscus for the workshop. Twenty
participants paid close attention to her
demonstration and then worked on their own upright arrangement.
Although some seemed to struggle a bit at first, everyone eventually
managed to successfully complete their own arrangement. It was a
great learning experience for all.
Photos by Barbara Tinius

November ~ Ikenobo Encore Workshop: Shoka

Lucille Lew

Twenty one participants were inspired and educated in this classical Ikenobo
workshop on the formal upright Shoka style, taught by May Hiraoka-Tomita
Sensei on Sunday, November 10, at Moiliili Community Center.
Hand gathered (that morning!) bulrushes from
Kawainui Marsh and iris leaves from Jean
Marutani’s garden were used with purple iris
to create the elegant arrangements.
Our thanks to May Sensei for all her hard work,
careful planning, and generous sharing that
made this such an enjoyable experience for
everyone!
May Hiraoka-Tomita Sensei
creates the Shoka arrangement

Photos by Jane Aquino
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Community Service ~ Pearlridge Elementary School Caroline Abe
Community Service completed three sessions at Pearlridge Elementary
School on November 4, 5, and 6 servicing the entire 6th grade class of
60 students. Joan Sasaki and Gwen Nagata were the helpers on all
three days as they prepared the flowers and greens for the students.
Caroline Abe did the demonstration on how to construct an ikebana
arrangement after providing an introduction and history of the three
main schools of ikebana.
The materials used were yellow pompoms, purple pompoms, misty
statice and three midolino sticks on the first 2 days and baby’s breath
substituted on the 3rd day instead of statice. The greens were
provided by Caroline and Joan’s yards. The third day more colorful
flowers such as lavender and pink pompoms were brought in.

Joan Sasaki assists a student

The students worked diligently creating their individual arrangements
and were quite pleased with their final product. The Principal,
Mr. Takeuchi visited the class on the third day and presented leis to
Caroline, Gwen and Joan. He was amazed at the beautiful
arrangements created by the students.
Caroline conducted a quick survey with the students as they
commented on the session saying it was very educational and
challenging with a good lesson on culture. They included words such
as amazing, enjoyable, relaxing, interesting, cool, fun, awesome and
the best time ever.

Gwen Nagata observes the final touches

The teachers commented that this was a wonderful activity and learning experience for the students. One teacher
mentioned that the students are used to having really structured instruction so it was nice to see them be free in their
expression. Another teacher said it challenged the students’ creativity in a fun way.

Creating a beautiful arrangement!

The class proudly displays their arrangements
Photos by Caroline Abe
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N.C.A.R.C. 2019

Gail Atwater
This year I was privileged to represent Chapter 56 as your delegate to “GROW,”
the I.I. 18th North and Central American Regional Conference in Dallas, Texas.
Every five years Ikebana International draws participants from U.S. and
Canadian chapters plus Panama. Making 2019’s session truly an international
event were I.I. members from Tokyo, Kamakura, Bangalore, Hyderabad,
Shanghai, Sri Lanka, Belgium, Argentina and South Africa.
Chapter 56 helped sponsor the event with an advertisement, providing further
exposure for Chapter 56, which happens to be one of the largest chapters in
the U.S.! Member Diana Salansky, recent President of I.I. (the whole
organization), also attended as a delegate. There were sightings of Barbara
Tinius who came to attend Ikenobo workshops and, of course, take lots of
photographs for her growing and much-appreciated archives.

Senko Ikenobo, Headmaster Designate, came from Kyoto to present a gala
Ikenobo Ikebana demonstration. Top professors of the Sogetsu, Ichiyo and
Ohara schools also wowed the enthusiastic audience with their varied arrangements. Each of these schools was
responsible for a large showpiece arrangement in the lobby. Mentored by an experienced professor, creation of these
eye-dazzlers was an enjoyable group workshop for each school. I participated in creating the Ikenobo showpiece under
the watchful eye of Manabu Noda from Kyoto.
About 100 arrangers contributed to an exciting Conference Exhibition. Nearly half of the exhibitors were Sogetsu (48),
followed by Ichiyo (24), Ikenobo (20) and Ohara (6). Each with one exhibitor were the schools of Kozan Ryo, Nonohana
Chabana and Shofu. From our chapter, I exhibited an Ikenobo freestyle arrangement and Diana Salansky contributed
with shoka shimputai.
At the business meetings for chapter delegates, three resolutions were presented and discussed at one meeting and
voted upon at the next. Each passed. Instead of one person heading up communications for the whole Region
(Stephanie English), there are going to be five coordinators by geographic area. Chapter 56 is in the Western U.S.
Region represented by Patricia O’Reilly of Dallas. Other resolutions concerned members of nominating committees
being able to stand for office and timely reporting of donations to I.I. Headquarters.
The 45 chapter delegates were informed about declining I.I. membership across the world. Strengths of I.I. are active
teachers, interesting programs, partnership with other organizations and the presence of Headquarters in Japan.
Challenges include aging members, few and retiring teachers, the need to recruit younger and working members,
quality of programs and funding. Chapter 56, reflecting our robust membership and dedicated board, is stable. But we
could do better, so please talk up I.I. and give others a chance to enjoy FRIENDSHIP THROUGH FLOWERS!

N.C.A.R.C. 2019
Ikebana
Demonstration
Photo Gallery
Photos by Gail Atwater & Barbara Tinius

Ohara
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Senko Ikenobo, Headmaster Designate

Ikenobo

Ikenobo

Ichiyo

Ichiyo
Ohara

Sogetsu, following the demonstration
Sogetsu

Ichiyo
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Japanese Consulate Liaison

Shisho Kikuta

Japan Wizard (4)
32 years ago, 1988, during the regime of the prime minister Takeshita then, the
consumer tax law was passed for the first time in Japanese history. In 1989 the
law was implemented at 3 %. Since then the government had raised it 3 times
until 2015.
Two months ago the government has raised it again.
Question: what is the current consumer tax in Japan?
A) 10 %
B) 8 %
C) 6 %
The answer is A) 10 %. Be aware when you go shopping in Japan.
For example if you buy an item priced $100 you pay $110.
As for the food, however, the system is complicated. If you buy grocery at a
market it is still 8 % tax. If you eat at a restaurant you pay 10 % and take out
with 8 %.
Good news! The major department stores still reimburse the tax if you
(foreigners) buy items costing more than 5000 yen (about $50). You take the
merchandise, the receipt and your passport to the designated area for
reimbursement inside the department store.

Gail Atwater with her Ikenobo
freestyle arrangement at
N.C.A.R.C. 2019

