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President’s Message

Issue 100, December 2018

Darryl Tagami

Aloha everyone,
The Holiday Season is upon us, and 2018 is already coming to an end. I hope
you had a good year. It sure has been busy for I.I. and your new Board since
we held our first meeting in June.
We have been blessed to have been a part of:
• arrangements at the Consulate for Prince Akishino's visit in June
• fund raiser for the Farm Fair in July
• Luncheon at Yoshiya (in kimonos) in September
• ikebana classes for children at Moiliili Community Center in October
• ikebana classes at Mid-Pacific Institute in October
• Ikenobo workshop by Tomita Sensei in October
• ikebana classes for children at Manoa Japanese Language School in October
• Nippon Culture Day at the U.H. in November
• Japanese gift wrapping workshop in November
• arrangements at the Consulate for the Emperor's birthday in December
As you can see, our very ambitious Committees for Programs, Community
Service and Exhibitions have been working very hard for our Chapter.
All I can say is you have done a very incredible job. And I wish you and all our
members a warm Merry Christmas and a most Happy New Year!
We hope to see you all at our New Year's luncheon at the Pearl Country Club
on January 20!

Still cold—
a winter day
warmed by sun
Onitsura

Take care and be safe,
Darryl Tagami

Ways and Means Donations

Helene Furuya

The Ways and Means Committee is accepting donations of vases, kenzans, books and other ikebana items for our
January sale. If you wish to have items picked up, contact the one of the following: Earl Shimabukuro
(emsdesign1@yahoo.com), Helene Furuya (ph: 235-5111, helene_furuya@yahoo.com) or Maile Wilkerson (ph: 261-6819
or 389-5500). You may also bring items for sale at the January luncheon. Thank you!

IKEBANA INTERNATIONAL HONOLULU CHAPTER 56

Community Service Event at Mid-Pacific Institute

Charmaine Yee-Hollison assists students

Caroline Abe

On October 17, 2018 chapter members, Caroline Abe, Gale
Kobayashi, Gwen Nagata and Charmaine Yee-Hollison conducted an
ikebana workshop for 20 students of Mrs. Tokuda’s third year
Japanese language students at Mid-Pacific Institute. A brief history
of ikebana was given by Caroline, followed by history of Ikenobo
School by Gale, history of Ohara School by Gwen and history of
Sogetsu School by Caroline. During her talk Gwen created a
landscape arrangement with nandina branches, alstromeria flowers
and croton with a driftwood branch in her vase to give the students
an idea of what an Ohara arrangement looks like. This was followed
by Charmaine’s demonstration and explanation of general concepts
of mass, line, color and space that make up an arrangement.
The students then created their own arrangement using a coffee
mug with baby’s breath, statice, carnations, chrysanthemum, ferns
and podocarpus. The students
worked diligently for thirty
minutes as the helpers assisted
by providing suggestions.

Landscape & coffee mug arrangements

Next Newsletter

At the end of the session
most students were pleased
with their arrangement,
enjoyed making it and felt that
they learned about the history
of ikebana.
Gwen Nagata lends a hand

The February Newsletter editor is Barbara Tinius (rtmisawa@netzero.com).
Kindly submit your articles by the end of January .

Christmas in Japan
The tradition of the Christmas tree was brought into Japan by Christian missionaries,
but the first modern Christmas tree appeared in Ginza, around 1910. At the
beginning, the Japanese decorated the Christmas tree with Japanese specific
ornaments: small fans and paper lanterns, origami birds, animals...or even Santa
Claus. After a while, Japan started producing Christmas decorations in western style
and during the 1920s Japan became the main manufacturer of Christmas
decorations, Christmas tree lights, artificial Christmas trees (made from aluminum)
and Christmas toys. The Christmas related merchandise was sold in Europe and the
United States.
(Source: https://muza-chan.net)
2

IKEBANA INTERNATIONAL HONOLULU CHAPTER 56

Ikenobo Workshop

Barbara Tinius
On October 28, 2018 Sensei May Hiraoka-Tomita provided an introductory lesson
in Shoka Shofutai, one of the three basic forms of Ikenobo ikebana. The shoka
form developed in the late Edo Period with Shoka Shofutai being formally codified
in the Meiji Era (1868-1912). Although the style may look simple with normally
only one, two or three materials arranged in three main branches, there are many
variations and techniques to learn, especially with how to manipulate different
kinds of materials without wire or tape. That said, the participants went from
shoka isshuike using cremon chrysanthemum to nishuike replacing one part of the
arrangement with a different kind of chrysanthemum, then from there to
sanshuike replacing another part with myrtle leaves. It was exciting, well
executed, and everyone was very enthused!

Photos by Barbara Tinius

Sensei May Hiraoka-Tomita

Poinsettias
The bright petals of Poinsettias, which look like flowers, are actually the bunch
of upper leaves of the plant, called bracts. Poinsettia flowers are small, green
or yellow, and grow inconspicuously in the center of each leaf bunch.
Poinsettias are native to southern Mexico and Central America. The ancient
Aztecs (the Mexican Indians) prized the Poinsettia as a symbol of purity.
Centuries later, Mexico’s early Christians adopted the Poinsettia as their prized
Christmas Eve flower. The Mexican Poinsettia, known as the Christmas flower in North America, is used in most
Christmas decorations, owing to its bright red color and its blossoming season coinciding with the Christmas holiday
season. Poinsettia was named after the former U.S. ambassador to Mexico, Dr. Joel R. Poinsett who introduced the
Poinsettia to the United States.
(Source: https://www.theflowerexpert.com)
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Community Service at Manoa Japanese Language School

Caroline Abe

On October 31, 2018 chapter members Caroline Abe and Linda Sonoda, assisted by Patricia Kubo and Charmaine
Yee-Hollison conducted an ikebana session at Manoa Japanese Language School. There were 32 students from grade
two to grade five in two groups.
Since this was Halloween the students were given a plastic cup with two eyeballs (that the students could play with
later) and a spider intertwined with Hinahina (Pele's hair). The oasis covered the top of the cup on which the students
were able to insert their material. The materials were chrysanthemums, carnation, small pom poms, and green
branches of podocarpus to cover the oasis. The students had several pieces of palm inflorescence painted black on
which they intertwined more Hinahina and placed into the oasis. They also had several smaller spiders to hang onto the
Hinahina.
The director, Mrs. Oshiro said this was a first time ikebana experience for the children. She also said that they enjoyed
themselves and learned something new. Many parents were impressed with their children’s arrangement and
expressed their appreciation for the organization’s support and generosity.

Community Service at Nippon Culture Day

Gale Kobayashi

Nippon Culture Day is organized by the Japanese Section of the Department of East Asian Languages and Literatures of
the University of Hawaii at Manoa. Activities such as origami, abacus and tea ceremony introduce students to Japanese
culture.
On November 2, 2018 chapter members Caroline Abe, Gale Kobayashi, Gwen Nagata and Charmaine Yee-Hollison
conducted ikebana workshops for 47 students. A brief history of ikebana was given and Ikenobo, Ohara and Sogetsu
schools were introduced through arrangements.

Photos by Caroline Abe

The students then created their own arrangements using baby’s breath, pom pom chrysanthemum, statice, and mickey
mouse. For most students, this was their first ikebana experience.
They left satisfied with the arrangements they created.

Gwen Nagata assists students
Charmaine Yee-Hollison, Caroline Abe,
Gwen Nagata & Gale Kobayashi
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It’s a Wrap!!

Susan Hirate
Twenty members learned how to wrap gift boxes “Japanese style” at the November
workshop. “The Art of Japanese Department Store style Gift Wrapping” workshop
was led by Emi Murayama, Instructor of
Japanese at the University of Hawaii at Manoa.
After 90+ minutes of concentration and piles of
crumpled newspaper sheets on the floor,
everyone was able to successfully wrap their gift
box and even learned how to tie a double bow
ribbon to enhance their final product.

For those of you who weren’t able to attend
but are curious about the process, please
Emi Murayama
watch this video on YouTube.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h30hXQCfaEM

May Lau & Jennifer Shintani

Although it’s in Japanese, you should be able to follow along if you pause the clip
occasionally. There are some English versions but they are not authentic.
If you are lucky enough to receive a beautifully (Japanese-style) wrapped gift this
coming holiday season, please remember to take a moment to appreciate the
effort and heart that went into wrapping it before you unwrap it. And, remember
that one of the merits of this wrapping technique is that you can save the paper
for another use.

Wrapped bottle or cylinder

