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Susan Hirate

The light at the end of the tunnel!
Have you gotten your vaccination yet? If so, I hope you were spared
the side effects. I can’t wait for my second shot! President Biden
promises that we will all be able to get vaccinated by the end of May.
Finally, there is a light at the end of that very long tunnel named COVID.
This is good news not only for our community
but for our chapter, as we can feel more
confident about celebrating our 60th
anniversary in October. There will be more
information about the exciting plans in the
June newsletter. Stay tuned!
At the same time, however, I cannot help but
feel a bit wistful as I watch the NHK news on
TV. It is cherry blossom season in Japan, and
one can only wonder “When will we be able
to see sakura in person again?” I found a
photo taken in Kyoto in 2017. You all have
similar memories, I’m sure.
Susan in Kyoto, April 2017

Sad news
In February we lost a very dear friend and longtime member of our
chapter, Jeanne Oka. Jeanne and I were in the same Friday evening
ikebana class taught by Elaine Arita sensei. She had a very artistic eye
and it showed in her arrangements. There is a touching piece about
Jeanne written by her close friend Bette Uyeda in this issue. Please look
for it.
Yellow mums and a bag of taro chips please!
Last month I decided to venture out of my three-mile circle and drove to
Watanabe Floral, looking for inspiration. After so many months of
keeping close to home, the drive felt like a journey. It’s a bit strange to
see them selling chips and cookies next to the anthuriums, but like so
many other businesses, they have had to make adjustments in order to
survive.
We have also learned to adjust, wearing masks whenever we go out,
trying to maintain distance between other customers at the market, and
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From all these trees—
in salads, soups, everywhere—
cherry blossoms fall
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washing hands every chance we get. The buzzword of 2020 in Japan was “sanmitsu” or “Three Cs”—
avoid Close contact, Crowded areas, and Closed spaces. A different set of guidelines but with the same
objective—to stay safe!
Two successful workshops!
Congratulations to the Programs committee for organizing two excellent workshops on Zoom in February
and March. The obi-tying workshop by Karen Kirk was fun and encouraged us to pull out those obi that
have been stashed away in drawers and closets. The many combinations of obi and ikebana that Karen
shared with us were stunning!
Grace Sekimitsu led us through an Ohara workshop on Hana-isho, focusing on the basic rising form. More
than 30 members and friends joined, and some of them participated in the hands-on session. Grace
skillfully critiqued each one while the rest of us observed carefully. It’s a simple style yet not so easy to
master!
Looking ahead, I am cautiously optimistic that our chapter can resume some of our usual activities by late
summer. Your board members are very eager to organize and execute workshops, community service
projects, ways and means sales, and our wonderful luncheons! Guidelines permitting, you can look
forward to a more robust calendar of events in the second half of 2021. Please keep that in mind as you
send in your membership renewal form.

We are moving closer to sharing our love of ikebana in person; let’s continue to be patient and follow the
“Three Cs”!

Happy Easter!
Susan

February ~ Obi Workshop

Gwen Nagata

Our ikebana chapter hosted a floral workshop that used obi as the focus of an
arrangement. Our own Sogetsu Riji sensei, Karen Kirk, taught some basic principles
in folding various sized obi. The combination of textiles—some intricate and some
plain with flowers give flowers more texture and depth. It allowed an arranger to
explore new possibilities for use as a vase or object of a composition.
An article about the class was
submitted to Ikebana International
in Japan and may possibly be
featured in their magazine, complete
with many photographs. The
Program Committee thanks Karen
Kirk for her knowledge and
willingness to share it. We are
blessed to have a teacher who has
an abundance of creativity.
Photos by Barbara Tinius
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March ~ Ohara School Workshop

Gwen Nagata

The Program Committee presented an Ohara School ikebana demonstration and lesson on March 21, 2021. We had 34
people who signed up for this event. Seven people purchased materials beforehand to make their own arrangements
using their own preferred flora materials. We featured sensei Grace Sekimitsu. She taught the Rising Form style of
arrangement, aptly showing the front and side views which made following her instructions understandable for
beginners. She also showed the kenzan out of the vase, making it easy to copy for all the participants. Grace showed a
lot of poise in teaching the group and was patient in helping each arranger improve their work. Even Ohara sensei
members were happy to learn more from Grace.
Our response for this workshop was very positive. Two of our guests are interested in taking classes.

Rising Form Arrangement
Heliconia, Chrysanthemum & Xanadu
By Grace Sekimitsu

Gerbera, Iris & Bamboo Foliage
By Joan Sasaki
Larkspur, Carnation & Pittosporum
By Grace Sekimitsu

Did you know…
Flora-Dec Sales has moved to:
760 Halekauwila Street
Honolulu, HI 96813
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Honolulu Chapter 56

IKEBANA VIDEO SERIES Continues in May and June 2021!!
Get comfy, bring out the popcorn and kaki mochi, and enjoy two cultural programs produced by the
North and Central American Region (NCAR) of Ikebana International.
Because COVID-19 has made it difficult for us to get together, we will be showing these videos in lieu of
or in addition to our monthly workshops.
The videos will be shown on ZOOM. You will receive a registration link a week before the day of the
showing. Click on the link to register and you will then receive a link to the video. Join via Zoom on the
designated day/time and it will take you to your video liaison host, who will then welcome you to the
meeting. Each video is about 50 minutes long.
Mark your calendars! The dates, times, and guest speakers for May and June 2021 are as follows:
Date
May 9,
2021
(Sunday)

Time
1 p.m. –
3 p.m.

Guest Speaker and Topic:
Paul MacLardy: One Hundred Years of Kimono
https://secureservercdn.net/166.62.112.199/l5m.632.myftpupload.com/wpcontent/uploads/2020/09/Bio-Paul-MacLardy.pdf
https:secureservercdn.net/166.62.112.199/l5m.632.myftpupload.com/wpcontent/uploads/2020/11/Paul-MacLardy-Theme-R.1.pdf

June 13,
2021
(Sunday)

1 p.m. –
3 p.m.

Laura Felt: Endless Possibilities with Washi
https://secureservercdn.net/166.62.112.199/l5m.632.myftpupload.com/wpcontent/uploads/2020/08/Bio-Laura-Felt.pdf
Note: There is a separate handout listing materials needed and instructions
so that you can follow along if you wish. Please go to this site and scroll
down to the bottom.
https://ikebananar.org/video-package-descriptions/?
doing_wp_cron=1615146541.4746940135955810546875

Please contact Susan Hirate (hirate@hawaii.edu); 808-739-0202 for more information.
Note: For those without internet
access, you will receive this flyer via
the April Newsletter. I hope you can
make arrangements to view these
videos with an I. I. buddy or friend.
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We Bid Aloha to Our Ikebana Friend Jeanne Oka

Bette Uyeda

I received the news of Jeanne Oka’s sudden passing with sorrow and disbelief.
Jeannie and I worked together at the University of Hawaii in the Arts & Sciences
student advising office for many years. We shared experiences as advisers that made
us firm friends outside the office. Because of her artistic talents and interests, she was
attracted to ikebana and was a student of Ohara, studying with Arita Sensei for a
number of years. As a University administrator, Jeanne developed skills that she put
to good use as a member of our I.I. Chapter. She served as First Vice-President,
2008-2010, and Recording Secretary, 2010-2016, and participated in different service
projects for our chapter as well as the Ohara Chapter and those organized by her
teacher, Arita Sensei.
Jeanne and I were part of a book and travel club, which included another ikebana friend Ethel Aotani, who passed
away a few years ago. I feel a great personal loss with the passing of these two dear friends who shared my love
of ikebana and travel. We often did ikebana together, learning from each other and exchanging ideas. We also
shared many happy adventures as traveling partners. After retiring from the University, Jeanne enjoyed pursuing
her other interests in sewing and knitting as well as ikebana. However, she experienced several strokes and began
to lose her eyesight and was not able to continue these activities. Despite this loss, Jeanne lived life as fully as she
could, supported and surrounded by her loving family.
The loss of a dear friend, a family member, or anyone who has touched our lives is a reminder that life is fragile
and unpredictable. It is a reminder that we must cherish every day that we have and make each day count. I saw
Jeanne for the last time before Christmas and talked with her on the phone in January. We chatted about getting
together for lunch but never set a date. Now, to reconnect with her, I must rely on the memories of our
friendship and the many adventures we shared together.

Next Newsletter
The June Newsletter editor is Barbara Tinius (rtmisawa@netzero.com).
Kindly submit your articles by the end of May.

David Laeha—Sogetsu
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Ikebana Gallery
Tsunokakushi Arrangement
The theme for our ikebana class was showing anger.
I made an arrangement showing latent anger using the
theme of the traditional wedding headdress called
tsunokakushi.
Tsunokakushi means horn hiding or cover. The headdress
is worn to hide the horns of jealousy and anger. It is the
hope that the bride will be kind and obedient to her
husband.
The white obi is folded as a headdress. Real deer horns are
added to the back. Bamboo is added for luck. The front of
the obi has hot red chili pepper lips for a little humor.
Charmaine Yee-Hollison, Sogetsu

Membership Renewal for 2021- 2022

Carol Murakami

Wow 2020 was something else. 2021 is getting better but we are not quite there. Thank you all who stuck
with Ikebana International Chapter 56. Although we didn’t have our luncheons it wasn’t for lack of trying.
Kudos to Susan Hirate and the Program Committee, for all the virtual zoom events. Lots of us have learned
new ways of doing things or improved on the way we do things, something we might keep even when we get
back to normal.
This gets me back to the purpose of this article, it’s time to renew your membership. Attached is the Renewal
Form. If you need New Member or Associate Member Forms let me know. I can email or snail mail you the
forms. For those who either don’t have a printer or can’t get the form printed please let me know and I’ll send
you the form. Remember that the mail might be slower than usual so don’t wait till the last minute. For those
of you who are sending your dues in April, thank you, thank you. I will start calling and emailing reminders
starting from May. Deadline is June 1st. If you know of anyone who dropped out last year but is interested in
rejoining tell them to contact me for a form. Please note that the International Convention in Japan, originally
planned for May 2022, has been postponed until May 2023, due to the coronavirus pandemic.
My email is murakamic002@hawaii.rr.com
My cell phone is (808) 377-0974; you can leave a message or text me. I don’t
carry my phone on me all the time.
Friendship through flowers
Carol Murakami
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Ikebana International, Honolulu Chapter 56
2021-2022 Membership Application
SHORT FORM – FOR RENEWAL ONLY
PLEASE CHECK ONE BOX, COMPLETE THE REMAINING ITEMS AND SIGN BELOW*

Keep the same information as in the previous (2020-2021) Directory
OR
Make changes to the 2020-2021 Directory information inside the box below
PLEASE PRINT
Last Name: ________________________First Name:_________________________ Middle Initial:________
Address: __________________________________________City/State/Zip:__________________________
Home Phone: ___________________Business Phone:___________________ Cell Phone: _____________
E-Mail: _____________________________
Ikebana School(s) _________________________________Flower Name(s) __________________________
Name of your Sensei (if applicable) _______________________________
NEW TEACHERS: Do you wish to be listed as an Actively Teaching Teacher in our 2020 – 2021 Directory?
Please indicate by circling:
YES
NO
Note: You must be sanctioned/authorized by your ikebana school and receive verification by a Master Flower Advisor
of your school.
HELP: Please indicate where you can assist:
____ Community Service Committee
____ Program Committee
____ Exhibiting arrangements
____ Telephone/Email Committee

____ Outreach (teach/assist in schools)
____ Hospitality Committee
____ Assisting where needed

PERMISSION: Photos taken at various I.I. events are reproduced in sanctioned publications or on our website,
www. ikebana-hawaii.org . Please indicate your preference by checking the appropriate box and sign below:
I authorize photo reproductions.

I DO NOT authorize photo reproductions.

*PRINT NAME: _____________________________________*SIGNATURE: _________________________________
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FEES:
DUE BY:
Make checks payable to:
Mail to:

$85.00

June 1, 2021

Ikebana International – Honolulu Chapter 56
Ikebana International – Honolulu Chapter 56
Attn: Carol Murakami, Membership
47-533 Pulama Road
Kaneohe, HI 96744

Your cancelled check is your receipt. Thank you for your support!
________________________________________________________________________________________________
FOR MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE USE ONLY
Received by: ____________________________________ Date: ______________ Amount: $________________
Method of Payment:

Cash ________

Check No. __________

Date of Check: ___________________
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Ikebana Gallery

Cora Buenconsejo—Sogetsu

Susan Hirate—Ohara

Mrs. Takako Aoki

Jeanne Houlton—Ichiyo
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Pat Kimoto—Ichiyo
Easter Arrangement with Paper Covered Eggs

Grace Sekimitsu—Ohara
Girl’s Day Arrangement

Earl Shimabukuro—Sogetsu
Karen Kirk—Sogetsu
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Japanese Consulate Liaison

Shisho Kikuta

Japan Wizard (12)
In April, Japanese people feel spring coming with warm weather and blooming flowers, but also tend to do something
new or restart. The school year and the fiscal year begin this month.
Children and students going to new schools from kindergarten to college, people ready to work at new companies or
new projects, all of them have ample hope for their new life in April.
Question: What grades are compulsory education in Japan?
A) K – 12
B) 1 – 12
C) 1 – 9
The answer is C) 1 – 9. 6 years for elementary and 3 for middle school, this system was
implemented by the U.S. government after they defeated Japan in World War II. When
students finish middle school grade 9, they can legally get a job to work at age 15.
In 1945, right after the end of the war many U.S. educators went to Japan to change the
education system there. It is said that they meant to have students learn in English.
Then, one prominent Japanese scholar stood up against the plan, and convinced them,
thereby saving the Japanese language.
Although high school education is not mandatory, 98.8 % of middle school graduates go
on to high schools (as of 2019).
Hakama kimono worn on graduation day

