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President's Message
Aloooooooha!

I am indeed honoured by the privilege you have bestowed upon me.   To be the President of  Ikebana International 
Honolulu Chapter 56 is an awesome task.    I am impressed by the wonderful legacy our Past Presidents have created for us; they 
have laid the foundation for a strong and vibrant chapter with a solid financial base, which will enable us to carry out our many 
projects.   We are greatly indebted to them for their vision and commitment to "Friendship with Flowers".

I, too, had a vision when I became involved with I. I.  One was to establish a website to reach the general public and to be 
in contact with our members.   We now have a website that responds to questions about our chapter and ikebana classes.  We are 
also posting our newsletters and photos of  recent events in the Calendar of  Events on our website.  We know we are reaching the 
general public with our website based on the number of  people who came to see Splendors of  Ikebana at Honolulu Hale in March 
and indicated they found out about the event via the internet.   

Another vision I had for I.I. was to establish our non-profit status with the IRS so that we can receive donations and 
grants.  With a 501 C (3) designation we will be able to apply for grants to sponsor some of  our activities, which was my third 
vision for our chapter.  Currently Jean Marutani, Bette Uyeda and I are putting the final touches on the lengthy IRS application 
form.  Hopefully we'll hear from IRS by the end of  summer granting us a non-profit status.  This designation as an educational 
non-profit organization will open up opportunities for our chapter to apply for and receive grants from the government as well as 
private foundations.

We are heading into a very exciting year for I. I. as we will be celebrating our 50th Anniversary with three major events, a 
luncheon-demonstration at the Hyatt Regency Hotel, two workshop sessions at Tokai University, and an ikebana exhibit at the 
Art Academy Center at Linekona.   You will find in this newsletter a Participation Sign-up form; please take the time to fill it out 
if  you have not done so yet and mail it back to me. I will pass this information on to the various chairpersons who will then 
contact you. We are soliciting your involvement in I. I.'s  50th Anniversary activities.

Your participation is crucial to YOUR chapter.  Honolulu Chapter 56 needs all its members to be actively involved in 
participating in our celebrations.   The Steering Committee is here to serve our chapter, and OUR chapter is each and everyone of  
us stepping up to help in the many tasks that need to be done to make our celebration a successful event.    Many of  our Board 
members and the Standing Committee Chairs have worn multiple hats for several years; we don't want them to burn out, so we 
need the help of  everyone. 

I am pleased by the many new board members who bring fresh ideas and enthusiasm to our chapter.  I am also very 
grateful to many "recycled" members of  the board who are so willing to share their wisdom and expertise to help us manage our 
many activities and keep Chapter 56 vibrant.  What a wonderful combination!   I look forward to working with these talented, 
giving and dedicated members.   

Mahalo,
Ethel Aotani, President 

Honolulu Chapter 56



Recent Events:            

A great time was had by the II ladies and 
their guests who attended the Furoshiki Workshop, 
held on April 18, 2010, at Moiliili Community Center.  
The  workshop  was  led  by  Evelyn  Nakamura, a 
retired DOE librarian, who developed this workshop 
as a result of her interest in and commitment to 
learning about the environmental approach to gift-
wrapping by using the traditional Japanese wrapping 
cloth, the furoshiki.  She suggests that if you don’t 
want to sacrifice the appeal of a beautifully wrapped 
gift, but  you  want  to  reduce  the  impact  on  the 
environment with the rubbish created with wrapping 
paper and ribbons, consider using furoshiki as an 
eco-friendly alternative.  

This was a hands-on workshop in which 
Ms. Nakamura loaned participants all the materials 
necessary to learn fourteen different ways to use 
furoshiki, including wrapping boxes and bottles of 
different sizes and shapes.  After teaching us the 
basic knots used, the slip knot and the square knot, 
she went on to demonstrate how to tie objects up into 
a square piece of fabric, using the basic knots in 
different ways.  Participants received a print out of 
“How to use Furoshiki,” reprinted by permission of 
the Japanese Ministry of the Environment, and were 

also able to watch her demonstration via a television 
monitor, making it easy to follow her instructions.  
The  workshop  participants  were  soon  tying  and 
untying their square pieces of fabrics, experiencing 
the joy of creating a beautiful way of personalizing 
gifts, and passing on a tradition to those who receive 
the gifts.   We also learned that no special furoshiki 
squares were needed.  One can rummage through 
one’s own stock of fabrics that we’ve been saving for 
a special use and can recycle these fabrics to use for 
furoshiki.

After the final project of making a basket to 
carry things in was completed, and after admiring a 
variety of additional ways of using furoshiki to use as 
a  handbag, or  to  refurbish  throw  pillows, Ms. 
Nakamura  generously  gave  each  participant  a 
furoshiki square to take with them.  There were also 
two door  prizes, furoshiki  squares  donated by  II 
members, won  by  Ruth  Komatsu  and  Merle 
Hashimoto.  Everyone went home with new ideas 
about how to present presents in beautiful fabric 
squares instead of wrapping paper or throw-away 
gift bags, hopefully starting an eco-friendly tradition 
that will keep getting passed on.  

                            

FUROSHIKI Workshop  
 “Go Green”



Moili’ili Community Center’s Annual Mother's Day Event     

May Aloha Luncheon - May 1, 2010                 

May Day is Lei Day
What a perfect setting for our installation of  officers!   Oahu Country Club provided  a picturesque background with a 

view of  the city on one side, the verdant Nuuanu Valley on another, and the lush greens of  the golf  course on the other side.   

There were fragrant scents of  ginger, plumeria, puakenikeni and other floral leis as centerpieces created by Caroline Abe, Lorna 

Kawahara, Dolly Kochi, Alice Masuda, Betty Takakawa, Linda Tanaka, Mitsuko Taura, Bertha Tottori, and Joyce Tsugawa; in 

fact we had a couple of  unique centerpieces with leis attached to them.   One of  the arrangers even incorporated a lei into her 

arrangement; using the vases which were purchased or loaned by the Hawaii Potters' Guild created a challenge to the ikebana 

exhibitors who were Merle Hashimoto, Susan Hirate, Patricia Kimoto, Patricia Kubo, Jean Marutani, Esther Sanborn, Darryl 

Tagami, Betty Tanaka, Bette Uyeda and Charmaine Yee-Hollison.

President Uyeda led the members in singing "May Day is Lei Day in Hawaii".   Charlotte Muraoka who installed the 

incoming officers talked about the Plantation Days of  May Day.   Our MC Jeanne Oka shared the beginnings of  May Day is 

Lei Day as well as Dan Akaka's commentary about spreading Aloha with an act of  kindness to others.   Thanks to Elle Potts 

Mahalo to the ladies for taking time off from 

their busy schedules to participate in 

MCC’s Annual Mother’s Day event.  This is 

our  annual  contribution  to  MCC  as  a 

"Thank You" for the generous use of their 

facility.  We  were  asked  to  do  25 

centerpieces but we did 31 arrangements.   

We  received  a  very  appreciative  “Thank 

you” telephone call as well as a letter from 

MCC. (see left).



for her sponsorship at the Oahu Country Club, we had a wonderful lunch topped off  with their signature dessert of  bread 

pudding.   Our members were joined by several members of  the Hawaii Potters' Guild who brought lots of  vases for the Ways 

and Means group to sell.
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Congratulations!
Sogetsu Hawaii Branch members

Carole Sakata, Director
 Sakuhin (Exhibition) Award

October 2009
“Trees Ala Sogetsu”

for originality, excellence in workmanship, and creativity. 
The only overseas branch to receive this award

                                                                                
                                                                       Carole Sakata (right) at award ceremony with HeadMaster Akane Teshigahara

Aloha and Mahalo to the outgoing 
board members...

...and Congratulations and 
Welcome to the incoming board 
members!

 

 



I.I. Honolulu Chapter 56 Elects New Board

Congratulations to the following people who were elected to our chapter's Board of Directors for the period 2010-2012 at 
our recent Aloha Luncheon held on May 1 at the Oahu Country Club ~

President: Ethel Aotani

1st Vice-Presidents: Karen Bowman-Kirk, Charmaine Yee-Hollison, and Grace Kam

2nd Vice-Presidents: Gail Atwater and Beryl Ono-Stapleton

3rd Vice-Presidents: Betty Tanaka and Mitsuko Taura

Recording Secretaries: Merle Hashimoto, Jeanne Oka, and Bette Uyeda

Corresponding Secretaries: Lorna Kawahara, Lois Miyashiro-Tong, and Joyce Tsugawa

Treasurer: Jean Marutani

Historian: Darryl Tagami

Past President: Bette Uyeda

They will be assisted by the following individuals who will chair our various Standing Committees ~
Budget & Finance Jean Marutani

Education/Community Service Elaine Arita

Hospitality Patricia Kimoto and Margaret Gilbert

Japanese Consulate Liaison Dolly Kochi and Betty Takakawa

Librarian Esther Sanborn

Membership Gail Atwater and Beryl Ono-Stapleton

Newsletter Lorna Kawahara, Lois Miyashiro-Tong, Joyce Tsugawa

Parliamentarian Charlotte Muraoka

Program Karen Bowman-Kirk, Grace Kam and Charmaine Yee-Hollison

Public Relations Susan Hirate and Linda Tanaka

Storage Patricia Kubo

Telephone/E-mail Jayne Iwamoto and Alice Masuda

Ways & Means Esther Sanborn and her students

Website Coordinators Gail Atwater and Caroline Abe

A Golden Celebration:  50 Years of "Friendship Through Flowers"

Ikebana International  Honolulu  Chapter  56 
was founded in 1961.   We will be celebrating our 50th 
Anniversary with a number of events in March 2011.   
There will be a Luncheon Demonstration, featuring 
guest artist Kika Shibata of the Sogetsu School from 
San Jose.   Ms. Shibata will be doing two workshops 
for our members; you must be a registered member of 
I. I. Honolulu Chapter 56 by August 15, 2010 to attend 
the workshop.    Linekona Art Academy Center will be 
the site of our exhibit with an outdoor arrangement 
and a large arrangement by Ms. Shibata.  There will 
be an opening reception of the exhibit open to our 
members and guests.

Details of these events will be published in 

the October newsletter; all members will receive their 
registration forms via USPS on October 15 with a 
deadline to register for all events by February 1, 2011 
based on first come first served basis.

This is our major event of the year and we will 
need the kokua of all our members, not just to attend 
the luncheon or to make an arrangement for the 
exhibit, but  to  contribute  by  donating  your  time, 
expertise, muscle, sweat, plants, spouse, car/truck, 
etc. to make this a successful event.   The more we all 
participate in executing these events, the closer our 
friendships will become through our love for flowers.   
We look forward to working with all of you to truly 
become friends through flowers.



Schedule of Events

Wednesday, March 23: Arrival of Ms. Shibata Tuesday, March 29: Ikekomi at Linekona 9 a.m.- 12 noon
Thursday, March 24: Gathering of Materials Opening Reception:  5 -7 p.m.

Friday, March 25: Gathering of Materials Wednesday, March 30: Exhibit 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Outdoor Arrangement at Linekona Thursday, March 31: Exhibit 10 a.m. to 4  p.m.

Saturday, March 26: Luncheon/Demonstration Friday, April 1: Exhibit 10 a.m. to 4  p.m.
Sunday, March 27: Tokai University Saturday, April 2: Exhibit 10 a.m. to 4  p.m.

Workshop I:  9:30 - 12 Noon Sunday, April 3: Exhibit 12 noon to 3 p.m.
Workshop II:  1:30 - 4 p.m. Clean up 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

Monday, March 28: Staging at Linekona 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. (ALL EXHIBITORS)
Ikekomi at Linekona 2-5 p.m.

50TH Anniversary Celebration - Sign Up

Name __________________________________________      Phone No. ___________________

Address __________________________________________ 

E-mail __________________________________________     School ___________________

Sensei __________________________________________

I would like to participate in the 50th Anniversary Celebration by helping in the following areas:

1. _____     Exhibit _____ Doing an arrangement   _____ Staging
_____ Outdoor arrangement   _____ Hostess 
_____ Clean-up   _____ Ikekomi     

2.  _____    Opening Reception _____ Set up   _____ Clean up
_____ Refreshments    _____ Serving

3. _____     Luncheon _____ Reception Table   _____ Centerpieces
_____ Leis   _____ Hostess

4. _____     Demonstration _____ Gathering Materials   _____ Prepping materials
_____ Clean up

5. _____     Workshop _____ Prepping Materials   _____ Set up
_____ Clean up

6. _____     Hospitality _____ Driving   _____ Lunches
_____ Leis   _____ Dinners

Please complete and mail this sign-up sheet to:   Ethel Aotani
1517 Makiki Street #1504, Honolulu, Hi 96822 

by August 1st.   This information will be passed on to the various chairpersons; they will then contact you and let you know what you can 
do to help them.  Mahalo, Ethel Aotani & Bette Uyeda, co-chairs of the 50th Steering Committee



Community Events  

(1) "Bamboo - a Sogetsu Exhibit"
May 18 - July 2, 2010
The Contemporary Museum
Phone (808) 237-5210 or www.tcmhi.org
There is no charge to view the bamboo exhibit.

(2) Toin Misho will offer two ikebana workshops led by Iemoto Toho Minami in June 2010.  For more 
information, contact Viva Inouye at 542-5781.

(3)  "Lyon in Summer 2010," a benefit event for The Harold L. Lyon Arboretum will be held on 
Saturday, July 10, 2010; for more information call 988-0464.

(4)  The Banmi Shofu Ryu of Ikebana will offer workshops, a demonstration and other activities in July 
2010.  For more information, contact Ricardo Carrasco at ricarrasco@aol.com.

In Memoriam

We're sad to report the passing of former I.I. member Dorothy Nakata last month.  
Dorothy was once an active member of our chapter and served on the Board for a 
number of years.  We are grateful to her family for their generous donation of Dorothy's 
ikebana vases to our chapter, which we sold at our recent Aloha Luncheon.  We hope 
they will take comfort in knowing that her precious vases will be cherished and used by 
her ikebana friends to create lovely arrangements and spread friendship through flowers.

Check out our WEBSITE UPDATE:
    www.ikebana-hawaii.org



IKEBANA INTERNATIONAL - HONOLULU CHAPTER 56
2010 – 2011 Membership Application 

New Member  ____   Renewal ____ Dr. _____  Mrs. _____  Ms. _____  Miss _____  Mr. ____

Last Name:  ____________________________  First Name:  _____________________  M.I.______

Address:  ______________________________  City/State/Zip:______________________________

Home Phone: ___________________________  Business Phone:  __________________________

E-mail: ______________________________________________ Birth Month & Day:  ______________

Please list your ikebana school(s) and corresponding flower name(s).  If more than one, list present school last.  If you are 
a teacher and would like to be included in the list of ACTIVE TEACHERS, please mark an X next to your school name.

              SCHOOL                            CURRENT SENSEI (if applicable)              FLOWER NAME

_______________________      __________________________     __________________________

_______________________      __________________________     __________________________

_______________________     __________________________      __________________________

TEACHERS:  When inquiries are made, would it be permissible to provide your name, address, and phone 
number(s) to prospective students?

YES  ______ NO  ______

HELP:  Please indicate where you can lend assistance:
_____  Community Service Committee _____  Program Committee
_____  Hospitality Committee _____  Exhibiting arrangements
_____  Telephone/Email Committee _____  Assisting where needed

PERMISSION:  Photos are taken at various I.I. events and reproduced in sanctioned publications or at our 
official website.  Please indicate your preference by checking the appropriate box and sign below:

□  I authorize photo reproductions. □  I DO NOT authorize photo reproductions.

     Signature  ______________________________________________________________

  
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FEES: $70.00 for payments made between May 1 — July 15

$75.00 for payments made after July 15
[$70.00 for New Members, regardless of payment date]
(Disbursements:  $60 to I.I. Headquarters with remainder to Chapter 56 treasury)

Make checks payable to:   Ikebana International - Honolulu Chapter 56
Mail to:  Beryl Ono Stapleton  2944 Laola Place  Honolulu, HI  96813 

       Your cancelled check is your receipt. Thank you for your support!

FOR MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE USE ONLY

Received by  _____________________________________   Date:  _____________   Amount  $ ______________

Method of Payment:      Cash   ______                 Check No.   _______          Date of Check  __________________


