
Aloha and Happy New Year Greetings to our I.I. Members! 
 

The year of the tiger came roaring in at our New Year's luncheon held on   

January 24 at the Honolulu Country Club.  Members and friends enjoyed a     

delicious lunch, followed by a presentation by oshibana master Edwin Cheung 

who exhibited his beautiful art work and shared information about this unique 

artistic genre.  The event was a great way to start off another year of ikebana  

activities that will help us to spread friendship through flowers. 
 

In the next few months you can look forward to more workshops where you  can sharpen and expand your   

ikebana skills.  You will also have the opportunity to take part in our grand Splendors of Ikebana exhibit 

scheduled for March at City Hall.  Later this spring our Education/Community Service Committee will be   

calling on members to assist in some of our special projects for the community.  Look for more information on 

all of these activities in this and future newsletters. 
 

I was recently reviewing some of our chapter records and came across information about the early years of our 

organization.  Honolulu Chapter 56 was established in 1961 by a group of people who wanted to share their 

love of ikebana with others and perpetuate this wonderful art form for others to enjoy.  As I reviewed our    

history and learned about the tremendous effort that these early I.I. members put into making our chapter 

strong, I felt a great deal of appreciation for all of them.  I can enjoy ikebana today and take part in the      

valuable experiences I.I. offers because of their hard work.  I hope all of us feel the same sense of                 

responsibility and loyalty to I.I. that will enable us to continue this rich heritage into the future. 
 

Speaking of the future....in 2011 we will be celebrating our 50th anniversary.  Can you imagine that our    

chapter has been carrying out the mission to promote ikebana and spread friendship through flowers for almost 

50 years?  We want to have a memorable celebration of this event so we can pave the way for another 50 years 

of spreading the message of ikebana throughout our community.  In the next few months you will be reading 

more about our plans and ways in which you can help.  Please join us as we carry on the legacy of I.I. into the 

next 50 years. 
 

One of the important ways you can help us with the work of our chapter is to say "Yes"  when you are asked to 

participate in our various activities.  It may involve making an arrangement for an event, serving as a hostess 

for our exhibit, accepting the chairmanship of a committee or workshop, or helping in other ways to carry out 

our work.  I hope you will consider getting involved in some way and helping to keep our chapter strong. 

On that note....I would like to thank our current Board members and those of you who have helped in different 

ways to support the work of our Honolulu Chapter 56.  Let's all keep doing our part to ensure that Ikebana 

International and its message of friendship, peace and harmony continue to thrive! 

 

Aloha,                                                                                                                                    

Bette Uyeda 
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Last fall a number of us participated in our chapter's Christmas wreath community service project to make 

festive holiday wreaths for various hospitals, nursing homes and other service organizations.  After delivering 

the wreaths, we received several thank you letters expressing sincere appreciation for our efforts.  We thought 

you might enjoy reading excerpts from some of the letters. 

 

"Thanks so much for the two beautiful wreaths....We are so happy that we 

can enjoy the wreaths this season and for many seasons to come.  It really     

brightens up our center and makes this holiday season even more special.  

We are very glad that we have gotten to know Ikebana International and all 

your wonderful members over the years.  The beauty of floral arrangements 

has a way of making even the saddest of our clients smile."    Noreen 

Hananoki, Activities Coordinator, Leahi Adult Day Health Services 

 

"On behalf of the staff, families, and especially the children of Ronald  

McDonald House, mahalo for the 2 handcrafted Christmas wreaths.  Ikebana 

International Honolulu Chapter 56's support lifts the spirits of our families at 

a critical time in their lives.  Knowing that they have the support of people in the community gives them the 

strength to meet the challenges they face outside of their home environment."     Iris Inouye, Volunteer, Ronald 

McDonald House Charities-Hawaii 

 

"Thank you very much for the Chapter's generous donation of handcrafted Christmas wreaths.  They adorned 

our visitor lobby and patient care units and helped to brighten the holidays.  The decorations have been packed 

away and a new year is upon us.  However, the joy and goodwill that you shared are special gifts that will   

remain all year long."  Lisa L. Chung, Director of Volunteer Services and Special Events, Hawaii Pacific 

Health (Kapiolani) 

 

"I am writing to thank you for the festive Christmas wreaths your organization donated.  They are hanging on 

the gates that frame the entrance to the library...As a public library our mission is to focus on RICE:           

Recreation, Information, Culture and Education.  I want to especially thank your organization for helping us 

with the culture part.  Many of the children growing up in the Liliha area get exposed to the beauty of        

IKEBANA because of the fabulous arrangements provided on a weekly basis.  It really does take a community 

to raise a child, and IKEBANA is an important part of the effort."    Sylvia Mitchell, Branch Manager, Liliha 

Library 

 

If you would like to help us continue spreading friendship through flowers, please contact Bertha Tottori of 

our Education/Community Service Committee, who schedules I.I. members to provide ikebana arrangements 

for Liliha Library.  This is another important service project that we undertake and we need your help.  Call 

Bertha at 839-4168 and help us to continue the I.I. tradition of using our ikebana to make a difference in 

the community. 

     White camellias fallingð                                   

the only sound in the                                                       

     moonlit evening   

                                Ranko                                                     

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=white+camellias


 

New Yearôs Luncheon ~ Celebrate the Year of the Tiger                 Jeanne Oka  

3 

II Honolulu Chapter members and their guests celebrated the beginning of 

the year of the White Tiger (New Yearôs 2010) at the Honolulu Country  

Club on January 24th.   Attendees were treated to creative floral arrangements 

designed by II exhibitors:  Linda Hamasaki, Jayne Iwamoto, Juliette Ling, 

Jonna Otto, Diana Salansky, Marty Sellars, Darryl Tagami, Linda Tanaka, 

and Eileen Tsuji.  We were honored to welcome the newly arrived Consulate 

General of Japan Yoshihiko Kamo and his wife, Mrs. Etsuko Kamo.  After a 

short business meeting led by President Bette Uyeda, we were treated to a 

delicious lunch.  Attendees were given a preview of workshop samples that 

will be used in the upcoming program of events for 2010, including a Trash 

to Treasures Workshop in February and a Furoshiki Workshop in April.  The month of March will again be 

devoted to our Splendors of Ikebana Exhibition at the Honolulu Hale. 

 

The highlight of the program was a presentation by Oshibana expert, Mr. Edwin Cheung.  Mr. Cheung briefly 

discussed the origins of Oshibana in Japan and how he began to practice the art here in Hawaii.  He displayed 

several large and a number of small framed pictures that he had created out of pressed flowers, and talked 

about the technique he uses to press the flowers to retain their color and natural beauty. 

 

The afternoon ended by giving away the beautiful table centerpieces 

provided by:  Ethel Aotani, Elaine Arita, Evelyn Iha, Dolly Kochi, Jean 

Marutani, Jeanne Oka, Margit Von Shafnitzel and Betty Takakawa.  

Many thanks go to the exhibitors, centerpiece arrangers, and II mem-

bers who helped make this event a success. 

 

Remember:  Make friends with those born in the Year of the Tiger ï 

they are wonderful friends to have, but you wouldnôt want to have one 

as your enemy. 

                                                                                                                 KUNG HEE FAT CHOY!!! 

 

 

The Nominations Committee is pleased to present the slate for the 2010-2011 Board of Directors, Ikebana   

International Honolulu Chapter 56.  Members will vote on the slate at the Aloha Luncheon on May 1st.   
  
 President:   Ethel Aotani 

 1st Vice-President:  Karen Bowman-Kirk, Charmaine Yee-Hollison, Grace Kam 

 2nd Vice-President:  Gail Atwater, Beryl Ono-Stapleton 

 3rd Vice-President:  Betty Tanaka, Mitsuko Taura 

 Recording Secretaries:  Merle Hashimoto, Jeanne Oka, Bette Uyeda 

 Corresponding Secretaries: Lorna Kawahara, Lois Miyashiro-Tong, Joyce Tsugawa 

 Treasurer:   Jean Marutani 

 Historian:   Darryl Tagami 

 Past President:   Bette Uyeda 

 

2010 ï2011 Board of Directors                                Dolly Kochi, Nominations Chair  



              Ikebana International, Honolulu Chapter 56 

    Splendors of Ikebana 2010 
        Exhibition at Honolulu Hale Courtyard                                              

                                Theme:  Traditional to Modern Ikebana 
 

Mark your calendars 
 

                                             Schedule of Events 

                                     Splendors of Ikebana 2010 
 

Friday, March 19, 2010 Staging set-up  8:00ð11:00 a.m. 

            * Ikekomi  11:00 a.m.ð4:30 p.m. 
 

Saturday, March 20          * Ikekomi   8:00 a.m.ð4:30 p.m. 

Sunday, March 21   CLOSED 

Monday, March 22  ExhibitionðSplendors of Ikebana open to the public 

    8:00 a.m.ð4:30 p.m. March 22-26, 2010 

    Opening Ceremonies at 9:00 a.m. 

    Demonstration by Master Teacher Mrs. Mitsuko Taura 

    (Ryo-Ko), Sogetsu School 

    10:00 a.m.ð11:00 a.m. 
 

Tuesday, March 23  Exhibition:    8:00 a.m.ð4:30 p.m. 

    Demonstration by Master Flower Advisor and Teacher 

    Mrs. Elaine Arita (Horen), Ohara School 

    10:00 am.  - 11:00 a.m. 
 

Wednesday, March 24 Exhibition:    8:00 a.m.ð4:30 p.m. 
 

Thursday, March 25  Exhibition:   8:00 a.m.ð4:30 p.m. 
 

Friday, March 26  Exhibition:   8:00 a.m.ð4:30 p.m. 

    Dismantling:  4:00 p.m.ð5:00 p.m. (Security approval necessary) 

Saturday, March 27  Dismantling:  8:00ð10:00 a.m. 

    Dismantling of Staging:  10:00 a.m.ð12:00 Noon 
 

* Exhibitors will be contacted by Exhibitors Chair, Betty Takakawa. 
 

Disclaimer:  Ikebana International, Honolulu Chapter 56 and the City and County of Honolulu will not be liable for any loss  

                      or damage to personal property. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Hostess Committee, chaired by Ethel Aotani, needs volunteers...please call Ethel at 946-9383 or email 

esaotani@hawaii.rr.com . 
 

Mahalo for your support and please encourage your family and friends to experience this beautiful and        

exciting event. 
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From the Exhibition Committee  



FUROSHIKI WORKSHOP  
 
 

Do you want to reduce your waste and ñGo Green?ò  Then you will want to sign up for the Furoshiki 
workshop, led by Evelyn Nakamura .  You will learn to wrap gifts of different sizes and shapes using 
only a fabric square.  The workshop leader will bring fabric squares and objects to wrap, and will  
invite you to practice wrapping a variety of different objects. 
 
Furoshiki is an eco-friendly practice borrowed from the Japanese.  This alternative Japanese    
wrapping technique uses and reuses fabric for giving gifts, eliminating wrapping paper, ribbons, 
tape, tissue paper, and cardboard boxes, all of which eventually end up in our landfill.  By using   
fabric, rather than paper to wrap gifts, you can reduce the impact of litter on our environment. 
 
 Date:  Sunday, April 18, 2010  
 Time:  1:00 ï 2:30 p.m. 
 Location: Moiliili Community Center, Room 105 
 Cost:  $15 for members and $20 for non-members (You need not bring any materials.    

  The Workshop Leader will loan participants all materials to practice Furoshiki.) 
 

This workshop will be limited to the first 20 registrants on a first come first served basis.  
Non-members will be notified after April 15, 2010 of space availability.  

Registration deadline is APRIL 14, 2010.  
 

Please Note:  No refunds after April 14. 
 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 

                                          FUROSHIKI Workshop 
 

NAME    _______________________________ PHONE NO.  _______________ 
 
E-MAIL ADDRESS:  ____________________________________________________ 
 
AMOUNT ENCLOSED: ________________ (Note:  Members pay $15 and non-members pay $20.) 
 
Please make check payable to Ikebana International ï Chapter 56.  Mail your check and this        
registration form by April 14, 2010 to: 
 

Jeanne Oka 
99-1035 Manako Street 

Aiea, HI   96701 
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 Access our website via your internet by using our website address             
ikebana-hawaii.org.  Now you may also access your newsletter via our website;    
the February issue of our newsletter is on our website.  Our newsletters will be 
posted on our website sometime during the first week of each even numbered 
months. 
 The website has been updated in the Officers and Active Ikebana Teachers 
sections with new information and pictures.  Check it out.  Hopefully sometime this 
month the History and Community Service section will also be updated. In April,    
the photo gallery will be updated with pictures from Splendors 2010. 
 

 

 

Website Update                                                                                   Ethel Aotani  

 

Membership Update                                  Caroline Abe & Joyce Tsugawa, Co -Chairs  

¶ Sherald Butler * 
      Saga Goryu 
 
¶ Lucille Choy 
      Ohara 
 
¶ Masako Furuyama * 
      Ikenobo 
 
¶ Shizuyo T. Kikuta 
      Sogetsu ñSeiteiò 
 
¶ Mami Kuroda 
      Sogetsu-Ryu ñKuroda Shinpoò 
 

Please add the following names and information to your membership booklet: 

¶ Annabel Murashige 
      Ohara 
 
¶ Betty Shishido 
      Ohara 
 
¶ Betty Toda 
 
 
¶ Hazel Wong 
      MOA Sangetsu 
 
 
* Renewal 
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May Day is Lei Day  

 "May Day is Lei Day" is the theme for our May Aloha Luncheon.   Join your 
fellow I. I. members in thanking the outgoing board and welcoming the incoming 
board.   These dedicated conscientious members are what keeps the wheels of 
our chapter running; without their self-less efforts, our chapter would not be where 
it is today.   We all owe them a deep debt of gratitude. 
 There will be two special features to our luncheon, one is the installation of 
new officers by Charlotte Muraoka and the other is ceramic vases by the Hawaii 
Potters' Guild.  Come to enjoy the creative array of arrangements done by your 
talented officers using vases provided by the HPG.  Their unique vases will be on 
sale at the Ways and Means; here is your chance to purchase one-of-a-kind vases 
for your arrangements. 
 Select one of the following for your lunch: (1) Chinese Chicken Salad,      
(2) Grilled Mediterranean Vegetable Sandwich w/Potato Salad, or (3) Country Club 
Burger w/Tossed Salad w/Lilikoi Dressing; lunch includes OCC famous Bread  
Pudding and hot coffee, tea, iced tea or plantation tea.  Send in your reservations 
with your lunch selection and $30 by April 22, 2010 to Ethel S. Aotani.  No refunds 
after 4/22/10. 
 Date:   Saturday, May 1, 2010 
 Place:   Oahu Country Club 
 Schedule for the Day: 
  9 a.m.  Ikekomi 
  10 a.m. Registration, Viewing of Arrangements, Ways and  
    Means Sale 
  11 a.m. Business Meeting 
  12 noon Lunch 
  1 p.m.  Installation of officers 
  2 p.m.  Closing 
 Note: Oahu Country Club has a dress code: No slippers, shorts or jeans;    
t-shirts w/collars are okay. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 
MAY  ALOHA  LUNCH  RESERVATION  FORM  

 
Name_____________________________________________     Phone No.______________ 
Your Lunch Selections:     _____Chicken Salad     _____Vegetable Sandwich     _____CC Burger 
 
Guest's Name ___________________________                 
Your Lunch Selections:     _____Chicken Salad     _____Vegetable Sandwich     _____CC Burger 
 
Guest's Name ___________________________                 
Your Lunch Selections:     _____Chicken Salad     _____Vegetable Sandwich     _____CC Burger 
 
Guest's Name ___________________________                 
Your Lunch Selections:     _____Chicken Salad     _____Vegetable Sandwich     _____CC Burger 
 
Total Number for this reservation ______  X  $30  =  $____________ 
 
Send this reservation form with a check made out to I. I. Honolulu Chapter 56 by 4/22/10 to: 
 Ethel Aotani at 1517 Makiki St. #1504, Honolulu, HI 96822.   No refunds after 4/22/10. 


